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PREFACE. 



TO her Agricultural Societies Scotland owes much, not 
the least being their contributions to the history of 
the nation in chronicling the development and pro- 
gress of that industry on which mankind depends for food 
and clothing — agriculture — the basis of all other industries, 
and the mainstay as it is the foundation of all permanent 
prosperity. 

The Garioch Farmer Club is fortunate in the possession 
of well-kept and well-preserved records, unbroken since its 
institution in 1808, and the committee have thought it a 
fitting commemoration of its centenary to have .what in 
these records goes to the making of history put into still 
more permanent form. 

From business minutes alone it would be impossible to 
obtain information clear and connected enough for the 
weaving of a consecutive narrative, and the writer desires 
to acknowledge her indebtedness to all those who have so 
willingly supplied her with information in any way relative 
to the subject in hand, thereby enabling her to collect the 
scattered links wherewith to complete the chain. Thanks 
are also due to those who have made it possible to combine 
with the written narrative the testimony of the camera. 

In the work of preparation for the press, and in the 
revision of the proof sheets, valuable assistance has been 
rendered by Mr. David Coutts, Aberdeen University. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Agricultural Conditions prior to the institution of 
THE Garioch Farmer Club. 

^O gre^t has been the change in the agricultural 
life and conditions of Scotland during the last 
hundred years that it would be impossible for 
those whose memories do not carry them back 
further than a quarter of a century to appreciate 
the work done by the Garioch Farmer Club and kindred 
institutions, without first gaining some knowledge of the 
conditions under which our forefathers of the farm existed. 
The period immediately preceding the institution of this 
venerable club was one of remarkable revival of interest 
in matters agricultural — a revival to which, it may be, this 
Association and not a few besides owe their birth. 

That anything is known with certainty regarding this 
period of the agricultural history of Scotland we owe to the 
Right Hon. Sir John Sinclair of Ulbster, M.P., the far-seeing 
and patriotic President of the Board of Agriculture, who, with 
marvellous pertinacity, assiduously devoted almost an entire 
decade to the collection, assortment, and publication of The 
Statistical Account of Scotland, the first volume of which 
was pubhshed in 1791, the twenty-first and last in 1799. As 
the first means to the end he had in view, Sir John naturally 
besought the assistance of the parish ministers, for it was in 
the days when the ministers were the virtual heads of the 
people in things temporal no less than in things spiritual. 
Queries regarding the conditions of life in the community 
under his pastoral care were addressed to every parish 
minister in the country, and, as the ministers had been the 
leaders in the agricultural advance, in their replies a good 
deal of attention is given to the subject. 

A few years later, there was published by the Board of 
Agriculture, still under the presidency of Sir John Sinclair, 
The Agricultural Surveys of the Kingdom, and that for 

the county of Aberdeen, which was drawn up by the 
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Rev. George Skene Keith, D.D., minister of Keith-hall 
and Kinkell, gives a full and exhaustive account of the 
agriculture of the time (1811). 

The first report on the state of agriculture in the county 
had been published in 1794. It was compiled by James 
Anderson, LL.D., a man who had not a little to do with 
the early improvements. He had been induced to leave 
Midlothian by the Laird of Udny, who gave him a sixty-three 
years' lease of the farm of Monkshill (1130 acres). Mr. 
Anderson was a man "of liberal education" — Aberdeen 
University later conferring on him the degree of LL.D. — 
" and addicted to husbandry," and the progressive pro- 
prietor, believing that " example is better than precept," 
hoped, by securing him as a tenant, to spread, by practical 
illustration, the new doctrine that the existing methods of 
husbandry were capable of improvement. 

Very little light is thrown on this interesting period of 
the country's development by the local press of the time 
— which consisted almost entirely of advertisements and 
foreign news — with the exception of Dr. Anderson's own 
weekly, The Bee; but a by no means insignificant contri- 
bution to the historical evidence is found in the records of 
the old agricultural societies, chief among which is the 
Highland and Agricultural. 

Before going into the records with which the careful and 
conscientious secretaries of the Garioch Farmer Club have 
supplied us, however, it may be well to gain from the sources 
referred to some idea of what were the former things which 
already had begun to pass away. 

For hundreds of years the agriculture of Scotland made 
no real progress. The people for the most part succeeded in 
scraping a living such as they knew had fallen to the lot of 
parents and grandparents, and they sought no other. The 
secrets of Nature remained secrets still, because no one 
attempted to probe them. 

The methods employed and the implements in common 
use had made the tilling of the ground such an onerous task, 
and were calculated to ensure such poor returns, that it is 
hardly surprising that so comparatively little of the land was 
cultivated. How would the Garioch farmer like to undertake 
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the work now with such an easily managed and speedy 
plough as is here described? "The plough is made of a 
small crooked piece of wood, at the end of which is fixed a 
slender pliable piece of oak that is fastened to the yokes laid 
across the necks of the oxen. The man who holds the 
plough walks by its side and directs it with a stilt. The 
driver goes before the oxen, and pulls them on by a rope tied 
round their horns, and some people with spades follow the 
plough to level the furrow and break the clods." In 
addition to all this, recourse was sometimes had to a 
machine in front of the plough, " to cut the ground so that 
the plough might turn it with greater facility." 

In Aberdeenshire the " twal owsen ploo " was in common 
use up to the last quarter of the eighteenth century, in some 
parts to a much later date. The author of Johnny Gibb of 
Gushetneuk tells us that a plough drawn by twelve oxen 
was seen at work in the parish of Culsalmond in 1807, and 
George Anderson, retired carrier in Rothney, distinctly re- 
members seeing one at work in his native parish of Rayne, 
albeit it is only seven years since he passed the allotted span. 

A field ploughed by its means had a very different 
appearance from a ploughed field as we are accustomed to 
see it to-day. The soil lay more in mounds than in straight 
furrows, and the finished work presented a rather rough 
appearance. When the improved ploughs introduced by 
James Small, Blackadder, Berwickshire, were first brought 
to the North, great difficulty was met with owing to the 
inexperience of the farm servants, not only in the handling 
of horses, but also in the manipulation of the new implement. 

It was no easy matter to train the ploughmen to make a 
straight furrow. Hence the remark of the last Laird of 
Rothney (now Drumrossie), whose patience had been ex- 
hausted in the vain endeavour: "Augh, min ! It's been 
some confoun'it idiot like you 't's cairn't up the hill o' 
Dunnydeer." 

This Laird of Rothney was a leading member of the 
Garioch Farmer Club in its early years, and audited the 
books till the date of his death in 1824, in his vice- 
presidential year. He had acted as president in 1813, the 
election being then half-yearly. 

A 2 
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Like the ploughs, all the farm vehicles seemed built to 
secure the minimum of speed at the maximum of exertion. 
Carts were almost unknown, except the small " rung cart," 
whose wheels were small solid circles of wood, 20 to 24 inches 
in diameter. Sometimes the heavy four-wheel oxen wain was 
used, but in the Garioch, up to at least the end of the first 
quarter of the nineteenth century, a common mode, of con- 
veyance of goods was in " creels and curracks " slung over 
the backs of the horses. In this way the dung was conveyed 
to the field and peats were brought from the moss. Hay 
and straw were carried thus in trusses, and grain was 
conveyed to Aberdeen in bags on the horses' backs, the 
horses in single file, the " halter tow " of the second tied to 
the tail of the first. Sometimes the driver needed both a 
quick eye and a strong arm to prevent the bags falling off. 
On one occasion the stalwart son of a Garioch farmer had 
reached Aberdeen in safety, but in passing along one of the 
streets — perhaps his eyes had found attraction elsewhere — 
he allowed the bag to slip from one of his horses. " I could 
have done that," laughed a teasing onlooker, when, with a 
sly look at the townsman, the "country chap" quietly took 
up the bag of grain and replaced it as he replied, " An' could 
yedae that?" 

The harrows were made entirely of wood, the " theets " 
of dried sprots or rushes, or sometimes fir roots ; the only 
threshing machine was the primitive flail; while the win- 
nowing was left to the winds of heaven, with the aid of the 
hand riddle and "wecht," manipulated between barn doors 
thrown ajar. 

No society for the prevention of cruelty to animals then 
existed, but even reliable information, to say nothing of 
tradition, proves that the dumb creatures might have been 
the better for its kindly protection. Even at the end of 
the eighteenth century it was common in many parts to tie 
the harrows to the horses' tails ! Not only did this original, 
if barbaric, plan save the bother and expense of harness, but, 
says the narrator, " it served to tame young horses " ! More 
atrocious still was the system of sheep-shearing. When the 
owners were ready to begin operations, the sheep were 
caught by dogs trained to the art, and, once taken, the poor 
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creatures had the fleece actually pulled ofF as we pluck a 
hen, but with this difl^erence — that the hen is killed first. 
Fortunately for our peace of mind we find no record of 
such barbarous practices having obtained in Aberdeenshire. 

The actual cultivation of the land was as primitive as 
the implements employed. The farms consisted of three 
divisions, "infield," "outfield," and pasture. In the Aber- 
deen Journal of the 24th of April, 1811, the farm of Easter 
Aucharnie, Forgue, is advertised as to let " for such number 
of years as can be agreed on " and is said to consist of 100 
acres, " 10 old infield, 55 outfield, the remainder improveable 
moor and pasture ground." The "infield," or "croft," 
signified the land which surrounded the steading, and being 
most easily accessible it got all the manure produced on the 
place, and was kept continually in crop. The "outfield" 
lay beyond and was used for the growth of cereal crops 
till it would grow no longer, after which it had just to rest 
till it regained the power of growth. Sometimes leases 
stipulated that " no more than five corn crops be grown 
in succession." The growth of indigenous grasses (and 
weeds) while the " outfield " rested, and on the unreclaimed 
land, was the only pasture, and in this connection the remark 
of an old Perthshire farmer is amusing, and of interest as 
showing how the earlier attempts at improvement were 
regarded by the older generation. When first he saw grass 
sown as a crop, he considered it ridiculous that the infield 
should be used to grow grass, and emphatically gave it as 
his opinion that it was "a shame to see beasts' meat growing 
where men's meat should grow." 

Not yet is the question of land tenure arranged to the 
satisfaction of the political leaders, but when the present 
conditions are compared with those which formerly held 
sway, all parties have a good deal to be thankful for. A 
pecuhar arrangement which seems at one time to have 
been common all over Scotland was that whereby the land 
was divided among the holders " rig about," each farmer's 
rig or rigs being changed yearly according to the nature of 
his crop. To this division of land, which was known as 
" run-rig " or " rig and rennet," I fear our modern farmers 
would not willingly submit. 
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Where rents were concerned, the whole system was 
calculated to create friction and discontent. The actual 
money rents were small, but the accompanying burdens 
were oftentimes grievous to bear. Perhaps " thirlage," by 
which tenants were "thirled" or bound to a certain mill; 
" multure," by which the miller was paid in kind ; " bon- 
nage," or " bondage days," by which the tenant paid part of 
his rent in service instead of in money, may have served a 
good end when they were instituted; but when the miller 
became entitled by the laws of thirlage to "demand by 
solemn oath an account of every pea, every barley corn, 
every grain of oats which is daily distributed to each 
labourer, perhaps dropped to each hen," it was time to cast 
about for a more excellent way. 

The system of " bonnage," one narrator says, often 
meant that the wives had to toil in the fields to secure their 
own crop, while their husbands secured that of the pro- 
prietor. 

When in 1795 a lease of the farm of Heatherwick was 
entered into by the great-grandfather of the present tenant, 
the rent agreed on for the 173 acres of which the farm then 
consisted, only 72 or 73 of which were arable, was £21 
sterling, 18 bolls meal, 1 boll here, 18 hens, 4 yokings of a 
plough, 1 day of six shearers and one bandster in harvest, 1 
day's bondage in moss of two persons with spades and two 
with barrows to drive the peats and build them, two men to 
assist to lead the hay, and 6 bolls of coals from Aberdeen. 

In the possession of the present tenant of Conglass, 
Inverurie, are some very interesting documents, the in- 
heritance of generations, among them a rent receipt book, 
dating back to 1771, which shows that the rents were paid in 
" money and victual," and that fourteen pecks and a half 
of meal and 18s. Id. were "the proportion of stipend for his 
(Mr. Stephen's) plough in Conglass." The word " plough " 
here used is probably an abbreviation of the old land 
measure, "a ploughgate," which is said to have consisted 
of 104 acres, or what one plough could work in a year. A 
ploughgate often represented the holdings of several 
tenants, each of whom contributed his quota of oxen to 
the common plough. 
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Appended to one of the receipts for the money rent, and 
duly signed by the factor, is the declaration " all the hens 
paid or eaten by me." The receipts also show that in 
addition to the fixed proportion of the minister's stipend, 
the then tenant of Conglass regularly paid his meal multures 
and 6s. 6d. annually as his share of the upkeep of the Bride- 
well (jail). 

About the beginning of last century it began to be felt 
that this system of rent collection was both irksome and 
unsatisfactory, and the holders of land began to demand 
that they be freed from these extraneous burdens. 

In 1801, in a lease of the farm of Auchnag&thle or Anny- 
gathle, granted to William Mitchell, we find General Hay 
of Rannes relieving the tenant of the burden of thirlage, with 
the exception of binding him "to grind at the aforesaid 
(Tow) mill all the grain growing on said lands that he shall 
have occasion to manufacture," and after paying for " work- 
manship, to leave at said mill half of the dust with the whole 
of the ring and shilling seeds" for the miller. The lease 
also relieves Wm. Mitchell of carriages and services to the 
Mansion House of Leith-Hall, but 30 years later we find that 
the rules of the estate still held it as understood that in 
addition to money rent, every offer for a farm included rent 
in kind in the form of coals, hens, chickens, and eggs, ac- 
cording to a given ratio; or converted into money at the 
rate of six shillings for each boll of coals, one shilling for 
each hen, threepence for each chicken, and fourpence for 
each dozen of eggs. 

The 1801 lease referred to binds the tenant to grow "at 
least two acres of turnips," which gives some idea of how 
poorly the cattle were provided for in the way of winter 
keep. Indeed, before the introduction of turnip-growing, 
farmers seem to have considered it matter for congratula- 
tion if they succeeded in keeping their animals in such 
condition that when they could again be sent to pasture they 
were able to walk ! 

Both Conglass and Auchnagathle, like all other farms of 
any dimension, were then composed of a cluster of crofts, 
which the tenant of the principal had power to sub-let. It 
was the day of small holdings. There are no official returns 
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of the areas under crop earlier than 1867, but in that year 
there were 4,379,552 acres under cultivation in Scotland, 
while in 1907 there were 4,866,478. The 486,926 acres which 
make up the difference were waste and barren ground, moss, 
broom, and heather; and most of the larger holdings of 
to-day were made larger by the " taking in " of these waste 
places. 

In Aberdeenshire, with which we are more immediately 
concerned, the cultivated acreage is to-day 74,353 acres 
more than it was even in 1867 (the figures being 554,592 in 
1867, and 628,945 in 1907). The difference since 1808 would 
be infinitely greater had we the figures to prove it. During 
the last six years, however, cultivated land has been allowed 
to go out of cultivation to the extent of 2070 acres in Aber- 
deenshire, and 33,653 acres in Scotland. 

Under the system of agriculture which obtained up to 
the later years of the 18th century, there was always a lack 
of food for beast, and not infrequently a lack of food for 
man. The disastrous harvest of 1782 which brought famine 
in its train, ruining many farmers and not a few landlords 
as well, is generally supposed to have been the prime factor 
in rousing the country to a sense of the need for improve- 
ment in the methods of cultivation. Sir John Sinclair's 
motto, "knowledge is power," seems to have been taken to 
heart in agricultural circles, and societies were formed for 
the dissemination of knowledge and the extension of im- 
provement. 



CHAPTER II. 

The Inauguration of the Garioch Farmer Club and 
THE Early Members. 

The Garioch Farmer Club was established in the year 1808, 
and is the oldest institution of the kind extant in Aberdeen- 
shire. 

In 1858, on the occasion of its Jubilee, it was toasted, on 
the high authority of the Right Hon. Lord Haddo, M.P. for 
the county, then its president, as the oldest in Scotland. 
To this claim Mr. Lumsden of Pitcaple, in replying for the 
club, took exception, pointing out that it was superseded 
from that honour by the Highland and Agricultural Society 
of Scotland. It was however, he said, older than the Royal 
Society of England (established 1836) or of Ireland, and the 
oldest local society in Scotland. 

How, then, can we explain the fact that when it has 
reached its centenary it is superseded by at least five 
others? Nairn and Moray (November and December, 1798), 
Inverness (1805), Bute and West Lothian have all celebrated 
their centenaries before the Garioch Farmer Club. 

Railway and postal communication and the multiplication 
of newspaper reports have not changed the various dates of 
institution, but they may have served to reveal them ; and 
some of the above-mentioned clubs have had in their history 
a hiatus, and others a distinct break. There were numerous 
other agricultural and friendly associations in existence even 
at an earlier date than these, but they are long since defunct, 
or have been dead and are alive again. The reasons given 
for the existence of these societies vary considerably, the 
first minute of the Moray Club showing the first resolution 
of its members to have been "that they should dine at 
Peary's the first Friday of each month, harvest excepted," 
a beginning not unlike that of its near neighbour, one month 
its senior, Nairn. The "purpose and object" of the Inver- 
ness Society, on the other hand, was set forth as being 
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the encouragement and improvement of the agricultural 
interests of the county; but all have done splendid work, 
very much on the same lines, and each has worthily justified 
its existence. 

The first minute in the marvellously well-preserved 
records of The Garioch Farmer Club states the circum- 
stances of its origination thus : — 

At Pitmachy, the 12th day of July, 1808. 

The following noblemen and gentlemen, viz. : — 

The Right Honourable the Earl of Kintore, for 
himself, and proxy for 

The Marquis of Huntly 

Sir Archibald Grant of Monymusk, Bart. 

General Hay of Rannes 

Hugh Gordon of Manar 

Alexander Gordon of Newton 

Alexander Leith of Freefield 
f- John Leslie of Balquhine 

Roderick M'Kenzie of Glack, and proxy for 

John Ramsay of Barra, and for 

Thomas Elmslie of Fingask 

Harry Niven Lumsden of Auchindoir, and proxy for 

John Niven of Thornton 

William Gordon of Rothney 

Mr. Henry Lumsden, and proxy for 

Harry Lumsden of Pitcaple 

George Leith of Overhall, and proxy for 

Sir William Forbes of Craigievar, Bart., and 

Robert Dalrymple Horn Elphinstone of Horn and 
Logie, and 

George Skene of Skene 

John Forbes of Blackford 

Garden Duff of Hatton 

William Leslie of Warthill 

James Leslie of Rothie, and proxy for 

George Leslie, Badenscoth 

having met for the purpose of forming an Agricultural 
Society to be denominated 

" The Garioch Farmer Club," 
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the Earl of Kintore being . unanimously voted into the 
chair, there was laid before the meeting a draught of the 
proposed regulations for said club, which being taken 
under consideration was unanimously approved of, and 
the meeting resolved to adopt the same as the standing 
Rules of the said club in all time coming, subject however 
to such alterations as any change of circumstances shall 
require, but which shall only be made in the manner 
prescribed by said Regulations. 

The Meeting then proceeded to the election of 
Managers, when they made choice of The Most Noble the 
Marquis of Huntly, President; The Right Hon. the Earl 
of Kintore, Vice-President; Alexander Gordon of Newton 
and William Leslie of Warthill, Stewards; Mr. David 
Smith, Schoolmaster at Oyne, Treasurer; and James 
Horn, Oldwesthall, Officer; all to serve for the General 
Meeting which is hereby appointed to be held on Satur- 
day the first day of October next, within the house of 
James Brown, vintner in Pitmachy. 

The meeting afterwards appointed the Treasurer to 
purchase sederunt and cash books, in the former of 
which he is to insert the minutes of this day's pro- 
ceedings and likewise to engross the aforesaid Regu- 
lations for the purpose of preservation, and also for 
being signed by the present and all future members. 

The meeting also appointed him to get two hundred 
copies of the Regulations printed for the use of the 
Members, and to cause the ensuing General Meeting to 
be advertised in the Aberdeen Journal, so as those who 
chuse to become members may have an opportunity of 
knowing how to apply for admission. 

The meeting thereafter unanimously voted their 
thanks to the Earl of Kintore for his conduct in the chair 
and adjourned. 




In its original constitution the Garioch Farmer Club is 
perhaps unique. The sequence of events common to the 
formation of farming societies was in its case reversed. 



12 A CENTURY OF ABERDEENSHIRE AGRICULTURE. 

Instead of farmers forming a society and then seeking the 
patronage and support of their proprietors, we have a 
society originated on behoof of general agriculture by the 
landed gentry of the district, and the farmers invited to join 
its ranks. 

Its first sederunt consisted entirely of proprietors, 
twenty-five of whom were that day enrolled as members. 
These county. gentlemen christened the infant institution, 
which was the child of their desire to forward the farming 
industry, "The Garioch Farmer Club," and from first to 
last one of the club's outstanding features has been the 
intense interest shown in its welfare and the active part 
taken in its work by the landowners in the Garioch, and 
not a few far beyond its boundary. 

It is of peculiar interest to find so many of these old 
county families, whose representatives a hundred years ago 
were directly responsible for its inauguration, still closely 
identified with the Garioch Farmer Club, the connection 
having been in many cases unbroken throughout the cen- 
tury. No fewer than ten of the twenty-five gentlemen 
present or represented by proxy at the initiatory meeting 
are the direct ancestors of present day members, namely, 
The Earl of Kintore, Sir Archibald Grant, Bart, General 
Hay of Rannes and Leith-Hall, Alexander Gordon of 
Newton, William Leslie of Warthill, Alexander Leith of 
Freefield, Harry Lumsden of Auchindoir, Harry Lumsden 
of Pitcaple, Garden Duff of Hatton, and James Leslie of 
Rothie. 

Algernon Hawkins Thomond, the present Earl of Kintore, 
is the fourth representative in direct succession of that noble 
house, and his lordship's name and that of his father, the 
eighth Earl of Kintore, stood together on the roll for a 
number of years. William, sixth Earl of Kintore, and 
Anthony Adrian, his son, both took a leading part in the 
administration of the club's affairs, and the present Lord 
Kintore, then Lord Inverurie, acted as its President in 1875. 

The house of Leith-Hall has had an almost unbroken 
connection with the club. General Hay of Rannes, as the 
first minute designates its first representative, was that 
Laird of Leith-Hall who, in terms of the will of his kinsman, 
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inherited the estate of Rannes on the death of Andrew Hay 
in 1789, and appended Hay to the family name of Leith. 
He was a leading agriculturist and man of affairs, a Justice 
of the Peace and Deputy Lieutenant for the county, and in 
the propaganda work undertaken by the Garioch Farmer 
Club he took an active part. 

The Leiths of Freefield, a branch of the same family tree, 
have had a like close connection with the club, the present 
representatives of the family being Lieutenant-Colonel Leith 
of Glenkindie — a member of the fourth generation, Major 
Thomas Leith of Petmathen, and Captain A. R. Leith, a son 
of the latter. 

Next to the Leslies, the Leiths are the oldest family in 
the Garioch, and they followed the Leslies in the possession 
of the lands of New Leshe, Peel Syde, and Arnbog. These 
were purchased by the common ancestor of the Leith-Hays 
of Leith-Hall and the Leiths of Freefield, whose son, James 
Leith, built the mansion house of Leith-Hall. Alexander, 
the second son of the latter, bought Freefield in 1702. The 
senior branch of this ancient family is now represented in 
the Garioch Farmer Club by its chief, Charles Edward 
Norman Leith-Hay, a keenly interested member and loyal 
supporter of the club, and the President and motive power 
of his local society, the Kennethmont Agricultural Asso- 
ciation; also by his brother, George L. Leith-Hay, of 
Inschfield, Oatlands, Weybridge. 

Closest of all, however, has been the connection with the 
Garioch Farmer Club of the house of Warthill and the house 
of Newton, which have never been unrepresented, and have 
generally had — as they both now have — more than one name 
on the roll. Not only so, but the Leslies of Warthill and the 
Gordons of Newton have been much in evidence as members 
and conveners of business and special committees, as intro- 
ducing reforms, and as holding official positions in the club, 
whereby they have done a very great deal for its welfare, 
past and present. 

To-day the Newton family is represented in the mem- 
bership by Alexander M. Gordon, the greatly respected 
Convener of the county, who, this year, in response to the 
urgent request of the members, consented to occupy the 
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presidential chair for the third time, and by his son, Captain 
Alexander Theodore Gordon, the youthful president of 1907, 
and the most enthusiastic of all the younger sons of this 
venerable institution. 

Of the Warthill family, three members are presently 
enrolled — William Arbuthnot Leslie, 13th Laird of Warthill, 
and his brother, George Rupert Arbuthnot Leslie, whose 
absence from home is the sole reason why they are not now 
in club harness. Also by Mrs. Leslie, 30 Onslow Square, 
London, widow of the William Leslie of Warthill, who 
represented the county in the House of Commons. In 1867, 
when this William Leslie was chosen president, there were 
no fewer than four members of his family on the roll. 

There is one family whose services to the club cannot be 
allowed to pass altogether unnoticed, although its connection 
therewith does not date as far back as those just mentioned. 
The Culdrain of to-day unites in itself the representation of 
two families that have held honoured places in the annals 
of the Garioch Farmer Club. The family of Major-General 
Gordon, whose first connection with the society was formed 
at Coinachy and continued to the third generation, is the 
one, and the family of Mrs. Gordon, who is representative in 
the district to-day of the Simpsons of Cobairdy, the other. 

When in 1878, her father, Robert Simpson of Cobairdy, 
sent in his resignation, feeling no longer able to maintain 
the active interest in the club's affairs which had always 
characterised him, the meeting " looking upon his retirement 
after the long period of forty years' membership as an 
irreparable loss," on the motion of Sir James Elphinstone, 
addressed to him an expression of their regret, and asked 
him to reconsider his decision and allow his name to 
remain on the roll, which, " in deference to the wishes of the 
club, he consented to do." The same day the name of his 
son was added to the roll of membership. 

The Earls of Aberdeen, since first the club had the 
honour to enrol the name, have taken a kindly interest in 
the welfare of the club, notwithstanding that their ancestral 
estates lie quite outside the boundaries of the Garioch. 

The names of Elphinstone of Horn and Logie, of 
Lumsden of Pitcaple, and of Knight-Erskine of Pittodrie, 
also deserve honourable mention. 
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To the present-day inhabitant of the Garioch, Pitmachie 
may seem rather an out-of-the-way spot of which to make 
choice as the headquarters of an important institution which 
it was intended should be an influence throughout the 
district. But a century ago, Pitmachy was very much 
in-the-way, being indeed the hub of its httle universe. To 
begin with, it was " situate " on the turnpike road from 
Aberdeen to Huntly, which had been opened just four years 
before, and this was then equivalent to being on the main 
line to-day. 

That was long before the inroad of steam and whistle, 
prior even to the days of the picturesque mail coach. Its 
inauguration followed three years later, but when the 
Garioch Farmer Club came into being, the means of passen- 
ger transit from Aberdeen to Huntly consisted of two rival 
caravans, " run " on alternate days by two enterprising 
"chaise-letters" in Huntly, who were wont to accomplish 
the journey at a rate of five miles an hour on an average, 
and conveyed passengers the whole way for the fare of 7s., 
and "any intermediate distance in proportion." 

Tradition places both these caravan owners among the 
celebrities of the period, one of them especially as being 
very much in advance of his time, his spirit of enterprise 
being strongly enough developed to prompt him to provide a 
change of horses at Bainshole on the occasion of posting the 
Marquis of Huntly to Pitmachy during a heavy snowstorm. 

Pitmachy — which had not then exchanged the final " y " 
for "ie" — had even in 1808 the convenience of having an 
inn in which to hold the meetings of the club ; and later a 
new hall was built for their accommodation, but whether by 
the society or by the enterprising vintner, Mr. Cooper, the 
minute books do not make clear. 

A few years later Pitmachy was one of the important 
coach stages, as it may have been of its forerunner the 
passenger caravan. 

It was near to Old Rain, which had been one of the post 
towns when there were but eight in Aberdeenshire, and was 
still the post town for " Kinethmont," Premnay, Culsalmond, 
Oyne, Insch, etc. The market cross, the hall-mark of im- 
portance in "ye olden days," is still in good preservation. 
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Not far distant was the site of the great annual market of 
Lawrence, or " Lowrin," Fair, which still exists, although the 
greatly altered conditions have completely done away with 
its pristine importance. 

One day is now sufficient for the transaction of its busi- 
ness, but at that time the fair was of four days' duration, 
the sheep and timber markets being held on Thursday and 
Friday of one week, the cattle market and fair on the 
Tuesday and Wednesday of the week following. 



CHAPTER III. 

Regulations of the Club. 

As indicative of the original idea of the club, and as an 
outstanding example of the business methods of the period, 
the subjoined copy of the regulations as approved at the 
first meeting is interesting. 

Regulations of the Club. 

Managers. — The business of the Garioch Farmer Club 
shall be managed by a president, a vice-president, and 
treasurer, who shall also act as secretary and clerk. There 
shall likewise be appointed two stewards and an officer. 

President and Vice-President. — The president shall have 
power to superintend all the transactions, and preside at all 
meetings of the club ; shall call extraordinary meetings upon 
application from any number of members not under seven, 
by advertisements twice inserted in the Aberdeen Journal, 
previous to the day of meeting ; shall have the casting vote 
in case of equality ; shall sign all orders and warrants of the 
club; shall reprimand members, and exact fines; and shall 
discharge treasurer's accounts, when approved of by a 
general meeting. 

The vice-president shall act in the absence of the presi- 
dent, with the same powers and privileges in every respect. 

Treasurer. — The treasurer shall receive into his custody 
all the money, books, and papers of the club ; and if required 
by five members, shall become bound with two sufficient 
sureties, for his faithful management, in such a sum as shall 
be thought expedient by the club. All money paid in or due 
to the club shall be received and drawn by him — he shall pay 
out all disbursements ordered by the club. All sums of 
money which the club do not order the immediate expen- 
diture of shall be lent on good security, by and in name of 
the treasurer for behoof of the club, but only by and with 
the consent of the president and vice-president. He shall 

clerk and keep minutes of all meetings and likewise keep 

B 
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regular books, to be presented clear and distinct at every 
meeting. He shall deliver the president's orders to the 
officer and see that the same be duly executed. Upon 
quitting his office, the treasurer shall give in his accounts 
regularly settled, pay over all monies remaining in his hands, 
and deliver up all securities, books, and papers, belonging to 
the club, to such person as the club shall have appointed his 
successor. 

Stewards. — The stewards shall provide everything neces- 
sary, and direct all things relative to the entertainment of 
members at their meetings — shall see the landlord's bill 
settled, at the hour appointed, and the amount entered in 
the treasurer's books — and shall have the charge of the 
ballot box. 

Officer. — The officer shall execute the president's orders, 
shall attend all meetings of the club, keep the door, and 
prevent the intrusion of strangers. 

Election of Members. — No person to be admitted as a 
member of the club who is not a landed proprietor, or 
practical farmer occupying not less than fifty acres of land; 
but it shall be in the power of the president, with consent of 
three-fourths of the members present at any general 
meeting, to receive donations, and to make the donors 
honorary members, provided always that such donations be 
applicable to the general purposes of the club. All members 
to be admitted by ballot, and no person to be balloted for 
unless he be regularly proposed at one of the general 
meetings by two members present, and his name entered in 
the minute book. He shall afterwards be balloted for at the 
succeeding general meeting. Ten members must be present 
before a ballot takes place, and three nays or black-balls 
reject an applicant. 

When a member is admitted he must subscribe the 
regulations of the club, and pay in to the treasurer such sum 
of money as shall be in use to be paid for entry money at 
the time ; he shall likewise annually at the first or April 
meeting pay in to the treasurer the yearly contribution and 
dinner money appointed from time to time by the club. 

In all meetings, the members when speaking shall rise 
one by one, and address themselves to the president, who 
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shall call to order those who shall transgress this regulation. 
And any member who may be refractory, or behave in such 
a manner as shall appear to the president, or common-sense 
of the meeting, improper, shall be liable in a fine suitable 
to the transgression and circumstances of the offender. 
Every member who refuses to comply with the established 
regulations of the club or resolutions of general meetings 
naturally expels himself. And any person who shall be 
convicted of using any underhand method to carry or oppose 
any motion, by collecting or engaging votes, previous to the 
public discussion on the subject, or be guilty of any flagrant 
misdemeanour, shall be expelled. 

Every member who contributes nothing to, and holds no 
communication with the club for two years, shall be held as 
having withdrawn himself : he shall nevertheless be liable in 
payment of all arrears, and cannot again be admitted a 
member but after ballot, and payment of entry money anew. 

General Meetings and their Powers. — Two general 
meetings of the club shall be held annually, the first on the 
Saturday immediately preceding the thirteenth day of April, 
and the second on the Saturday preceding the Michaelmas 
county meeting in October. These meetings must be 
attended by the president, vice-presidents, stewards, and 
treasurer for the time, and in case any of these should be 
unavoidably absent, the members before they - proceed to 
business, must elect others to serve in their place pro 
tempore. The hour of meeting to be half-past eleven 
o'clock a.m. Ten members, including the managers above 
mentioned, to constitute a quorum, who may proceed to 
business at twelve o'clock, but not sooner unless a greater 
number is convened. When a quorum does not convene, 
the members present shall adjourn the meeting to a future 
Saturday, of which due intimation is to be given by advertise- 
ment in the Aberdeen Journal. 

The October meeting shall annually appoint an open 

committee, to consist of not fewer members than the quorum 

above mentioned, who are to hold a special meeting at such 

time and place as may be determined on, for the purpose 

of superintending an annual plowing match, on ground 

belonging to any of the members of the club. The president, 

B 2 
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or vice-president, stewards, and treasurer to be present, 
and to act in the same capacity as they did at the preceding 
general meeting. 

At each general meeting the president, vice-president, 
and stewards shall be elected to serve for the ensuing 
general meeting. The treasurer shall be annually elected 
or re-elected at the April meeting only. The officer to be 
appointed at any meeting when necessary, and to continue in 
office during the time that his behaviour is approved of by a 
majority of the members. 

Two-thirds of the votes of the members present shall be 
requisite for the election of a treasurer. A majority of 
votes shall be sufficient for the election of a president, 
vice-president, and stewards. At every general meeting a 
committee of five members, three to be a quorum, shall be 
appointed to prepare one or more questions upon agricul- 
tural subjects to be discussed at the following meeting, to 
which answers in writing may be given in, and the members 
in rotation (if so disposed) may give their opinion before 
the meeting ; the preses shall then arrange the whole, and 
declare the sentiments of the majority, which, if thought 
proper, shall be recorded in the minute book, and a sederunt 
of the business of the club regularly carried on by the 
treasurer. 

The treasurer's accounts to be examined by a committee 
of two appointed to inspect them, and, if approved of, to be 
discharged by the president at the October meeting annually. 

In case of any disputes happening among members at 
meetings, the same shall be referred to three of the members 
present, to be named by the president, and whatever deter- 
mination shall be given by them, or the major part of them, 
shall be binding on all parties. 

General meetings may repone members without ballot 
who may have been out of Great Britain, and held no 
intercourse with the club for more than two years, pro- 
vided always that such members pay up all arrears upon 
their return. 

Dinner at meetings to be on the table at three o'clock, 
after which no business to be transacted; the bill to be 
regularly called for by the stewards and settled at six 
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o'clock. Members remaining after that hour shall defray 
what expense they incur. No alteration or addition what- 
ever shall be made to the regulations hereby established 
but by a majority of votes at two successive general 
meetings. 

Of the Fund. — Entry money, annual contributions, fines, 
donations, and other moneys paid in to the club, with interest 
arising from the same, shall go for the foundation of a fund 
for promoting the general improvement of agriculture in the 
county. Entry money, payable on the admission of each 
member, is fixed at a guinea, but shall be afterwards regu- 
lated or augmented as may be determined by general 
meetings in manner aforesaid. The rate of annual con- 
tribution is fixed at half a guinea for each member, to be 
also regulated afterwards as aforesaid. Besides entry 
money and the annual contributions, each member is to 
pay annually, at the first or April meeting, the sum of 
five shillings, for the purpose of defraying the expense of 
entertainment at meetings, the amount of which may be 
also regulated as aforesaid. The entertainment money to 
be regularly paid whether members attend or not. 

Application of the Fund.— The stewards are appointed 
to defray the expense of entertainment to members at 
meetings, and to draw upon the treasurer for the amount 
of the same, which shall in no case exceed the sum of two 
shillings and sixpence for dinner to each of seven members 
or under, two shillings each for all above seven and under 
fifteen, and one shilling and sixpence each for fifteen or 
any greater number. The stewards are also to pay in like 
manner for all the porter, beer, and whisky punch that 
may be used by the members before the bill is called for. 
Members chusing other liquors are to pay for the same. 

Treasurer's Salary. — The treasurer is to be allowed a 
salary of a guinea per annum, besides the expense of 
stationery, advertisements, and other necessary disburse- 
ments on account of the club. His entertainment at 
meetings is also to be afforded by the club. 

Officer's Pay. — The officer to be allowed three shillings 
for his attendance at each meeting, and two shillings per 
day when employed on the business of the club. 
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The balance of entertainment money, together with entry 
money, annual contributions, donations, fines, and all other 
funds belonging to the club shall be solely applied for the 
promotion of agricultural improvements in the county, and 
to be laid out annually, in such sums and for such purposes, 
as may be directed by a majority of votes at any of the two 
annual general meetings, but not to a greater extent than 
one half of the funds at each meeting. 

Duration of the Club. — No dissolution of the club shall 
take place so long as seven members remain, but when they 
fall below that number the whole funds of the club shall be 
laid out by the first general meeting that shall be held after 
that takes place: The club shall then be understood as 
dissolved, and the minute and sederunt books delivered up 
by the treasurer to the clerk of the district of Garioch, in 
the hands of whom, and his successor in office, they shall 
remain for the use of the gentlemen of that district. 

Gentlemen after being duly proposed, balloted for, and 
admitted members, were required to subscribe their names 
to the following : — 

We, after subscribers, having been regularly ad- 
mitted members of the Garioch Farmer Club, do hereby 
oblige ourselves to observe the foregoing regulations, and 
to implement the conditions prescribed by the same, and 
that during the whole time we continue members thereof; 
and when we chuse to withdraw from said club, we 
further oblige ourselves to give notice in writing of such 
intention, to the treasurer for the time being, otherwise 
we shall be held liable in payment of the usual contri- 
butions, aye, and until such notice is given. In witness 
whereof, we have subscribed these presents, date and 
place, prefixed to our respective names. 

This practice, however, does not seem to have been long 
continued. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Object and Early Enterprise of the Club. 

The Garioch Farmer Club was born of the spirit of the 
age. Not only the minute of its inauguration, but the existing 
record of its doings show that it was instituted to stimulate 
improvement in the " science and practice " of agriculture in 
the neighbourhood. 

With this end in view, the first funds were devoted to the 
inauguration of ploughing matches, for which, when we 
bear in mind the great change that was taking place in 
the form and in the use of the plough, we can at once see 
the need. 

At the first, which was held in a field belonging to Mr. 
Horn, at Westhall, on the 14th March, 1809, at which 
Lord Kintore was present, eleven ploughs started, all of 
them drawn by oxen, and the premiums offered were : — 
For ploughing: 1st, a guinea and a half; 2nd, a guinea; 
and 3rd, half-a-guinea. Two guineas to the male, and one 
guinea to the female farm servant who had been longest 
and behaved properly in the service of any of the members. 
Also, a premium of two guineas "to the person who has 
brought up the largest family, and given them a decent 
education on the smallest means, he or she being a person 
of good character." We may note here that a common 
condition in competitions of the kind, under the auspices 
of the club, was that certificates of character must first 
be presented by the competitors. 

Seven years later, in 1816, we find that twenty-nine 
ploughs started in the match, twenty-eight of which were 
drawn by pairs of horses, and only one by oxen, the number 
of the oxen having been reduced from twelve to two. 

In 1818, thirty-eight ploughs, all drawn by horses, started, 
and the ploughing was executed " much to the satisfaction 
of the judges and gentlemen present, who were pleased to 
witness so clear an evidence of the improved state of this 
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important part of agriculture," so much so that they then 
and there contributed £6, to be added to the £5 given by 
the club, so that the number of premiums might be 
increased. 

The ploughing matches were arranged to be held each 
year in a different part of the district embraced by the club. 
One took place at Westhall, Oyne ; another on Lord 
Kintore's Home Farm, another in the Huntly district, and 
another at Rhynie. The leading proprietors in the 
particular neighbourhood undertook the responsibility of 
carrying out the necessary arrangements, and attended 
the match in person. 

As further illustrating the object and scope of the club, 
we may note a few other uses to which the available funds 
were put in the earlier years of its existence. In 1813, 
it was resolved to offer premiums for the " encouragement 
of women hoers of turnips," the meeting " being very 
sensible of the utility of having the women practised to 
the hoeing of turnips." A competition of the sort, it was 
felt, must be held in the different parishes, the district 
of the club extending over too wide an area to be under- 
taken in a single season. Funds being insufficient for 
division over the fifteen, parishes, six of them were chosen 
by ballot — Fyvie, Daviot, Logic Durno, Insch, Rayne, and 
Midmar. The Laird of Monkshill was to be responsible 
for the arrangements necessary for the competition in 
Fyvie, the Laird of Glack in Daviot, the Laird of Logic 
in Logic Durno, the Laird of Rothney in Insch, the Laird 
of Freefield in Rayne, and the Laird of Midmar in Midmar, 
each being authorised to take the assistance of the heritors 
in his particular parish. The premiums were to be given 
to the women hoers who " turned out to the work with the 
greatest alacrity and effect," and the competition to extend 
over the whole season's work, the certificates of the com- 
petitors to be filled in by their employers. 

The following year the same competitions took place 
in other parishes, and they were continued thus till all 
the parishes had reaped the benefit, with a change of 
regulation in 1815 whereby the premiums were given, not 
for hoers only, but to the women who worked the greatest 
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number of days at any kind of out-door work, hay, peats, 
and harvest excepted. 

When the General Report of Scotland, as drawn up under 
the direction of Sir John Sinclair, was published, money was 
voted from the funds to procure a copy for the use of the 
members. Each member of the club was entitled to have 
the volumes one by one for a fortnight at a time, a receipt 
being given to the secretary by the member borrowing. 

The next allocation of money was towards what promised 
to be of very practical value to the club members and to the 
district in general. At the spring meeting in 1816, Major 
Skene of Skene proposed, and General Hay of Rannes and 
Leith-Hall seconded, that the club " either advertise for a 
farrier or spayer, or send a suitable man to be bred to that 
business." Consideration of this matter was deferred to a 
later meeting, at which choice was made of the latter plan, 
when it was agreed to send William Riddel, Glenkindy, to be 
educated at the veterinary school in Edinburgh, he becoming 
bound to reside on his return within three miles of Pitmachy. 
Sir Alexander Leith of Glenkindy and the father of the 
young man stood as security for him, and the bargain, it is 
recorded, was duly impfemented. 

The club next directed its attention to the growing of 
grass. Premiums were offered in succeeding years and in 
different districts for samples of rye grass seed, a regulation 
never omitted in this kind of competition being that the 
owners of prize samples must grow rye grass seed for sale 
equal in quality to that exhibited. In 1824, we find it 
recorded that William Gordon, Drumrossie, had been 
awarded a premium of £3, he having sent in the best sample 
of rye grass seed and produced proof of having sold 400 
bushels within the last two seasons. 

At the half-yearly meeting held on 30th September, 
1809, five guineas had been voted, as a mark of the club's 
approbation, to Alex. Todd, Enzie, who had shewn " a 
model of a machine to be drawn by a horse, for reaping 
grain or grass, which seemed to the members to be ingenious 
and deserving of their encouragement." This is one of 
the very earliest recorded attempts to invent a reaping 
machine. We find from the General Report, published five 
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years later, which is still in the hands of the club's secretary, 
that the first efforts in that direction had not been very 
successful, and that the Dalkeith Farming Club had " very 
laudably offered a premium of £500 for the discovery of 
such an important aid to agriculture." 

Everything that could possibly tend to the advantage and 
advancement of agriculture had the practical recognition of 
the club. When in 1810, during an outbreak of glanders, it 
came " to the knowledge of the club that James Anderson 
in Lochside of Rayne, upon discovering symptons of disease 
among his horses, had destroyed one of them and never 
allowed any of the others to go from home, the meeting 
expressed their great approbation of his behaviour," and in 
testimony thereof desired the secretary to write, thanking 
him and offering to pay the carriage of two barge loads of 
lime to Inverury if he would himself drive it from the canal 
head. Whether this ingenious reward served its second 
diplomatic purpose of inducing James Anderson to apply the 
lime is not recorded. 

So early as 1810, the members had it "in contemplation 
to have a good stallion procured at the expense of the club." 
The same year, it was resolved " to appoint a show of cattle 
and horses, and to give three guineas to the owner of the 
best bull, who shall have had him a complete year in his 
possession previous to the competition ; three guineas for 
the best two-year-old colt or filly, stot, and quey; two 
guineas for the second best colt or filly, stot, and quey ; and 
one guinea for the third best, all bred by the competitors. 
The show to be on thg^ market stance of Lawrence Fair, on 
the day before St.(Ceres; Fair cattle market." 

After due advertisement in the Aberdeen Journal, where- 
in it was stated that the club invited this competition "with 
the view of encouraging the breed of cattle and horses 
among actual farmers," and that such only would receive 
premiums, although all descriptions of exhibitors might 
compete, the show was held at Pitmachie, on 26th 
September, 1811. Colonel Gordon of Coinachy, Mr. Shand 
of Conland, and Captain M'Pherson of Gibstone were the 
judges. No record remains of the number of animals 
exhibited, but the prize list we still possess in its entirety. 
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The best bull belonged to Mr. Gordon of Newton. 

The second best to Mr. Gordon of Wardhouse. 

And the third to John Ledingham, farmer in Lewesk. 

The first best stot, Mr. Gordon of Newton's brown. 

2nd, Mr. Leith of Freefield's branded. 

3rd, Mr. Leith of Whitehaugh's branded and rigged. 

4th, Mr. Philip, Barreldyke's black. 

5th, George Mathieson, Waulkmill's branded. 

6th, Mr. Horn, Elphinstone's black. 

7th, Mr. Brown, Pitmachie's rigged. 

First best quey, Mr. Taylor, Gight's dark dun. 
2nd, Gen. Hay's brown. 
3rd, Robert Mitchell, Ledingham's branded. 
4th, Mr. Keith, Neither Third's branded. 

First best, Mr. George Williamson's brown colt. 

2nd, Robert Williamson's bay filly. 

3rd, Mr. Hay of Fyvie's bay filly. 

4th, Mr. Taylor of Gight's bay stallion. 

Alexander Gordon of Newton (died 1824) was the 
president when the first show was held, and by a singularly 
happy coincidence, his grandson, Alexander Morison Gordon, 
4th of Newton, a staunch friend of the Garioch Farmer 
Club, worthily fills the presidential chair in this its centenary 
year. The president of 1811 was the Mr. Gordon who 
bought Newton from Colonel M'Intosh, to whom Captain 
Davidson, who built the mansion-house in 1779, had sold it. 

Previous to that time the estate had been in the hands of 
the old Royalist Gordons almost from time immemorial. 

The bounds of the lands of Newton in Culsalmond were 
fixed, so we read, in 1259, by Richard, Bishop of Aberdeen, 
and Thomas, Abbot of Lindores. 

Colonel John Gordon of Coinachy, who acted as a judge 
on the occasion, was an equally zealous agriculturist and 
soldier. He was a descendant of the old Lesmoir or "Jock 
and Tam " Gordons, and was one of the original officers of 
the 92nd Gordon Highlanders, in the institution and organ- 
isation of which he was the active assistant of Jane, Duchess 



28 A CENTURY OF ABERDEENSHIRE AGRICULTURE. 

of GordQiQ; The family is represented in the Garioch 

Farmer Club to-day by his grandson^Major-General Cosmo 
George Gordon, Culdrain, the presi^nt of 1902, and a 
frequent prize-winner at its exhibitions. ^_Jl0^Me}iPUfitjf ^i 

Shows conducted on the same lines were held in seven t 
consecutive years, after which there was no other till 1835. y 
Between 1817 and 1835 the club was by no means idle, 
however. The members, at that time almost without ex-^ 
ception landed proprietors, gave generously of their time ■ 
and of their services to the carrying out of the original I 
objects of the club. Whether they gave quite as willingly '' 
of their means seems doubtful, for we find the annual ' 
payments getting gradually into arrears, till in 1818 the 
arrears stood at £90 13s. 6d., after which the club's officer 
was sent out to collect them, even the threatening of legal 
proceedings being resorted to. But this may have been only 
a consequence of the dilatoriness common to the age, which 
is revealed in reports given in five or six years after the 
event ! 

This state of matters in regard to payments was, however, 
only temporary, for in 1828 there is reported a favourable 
balance of £132 4s. 7d. Whenever the members as a club 
found themselves in possession of funds, they offered them 
liberally for improvements of all kinds. One would be 
tempted to think that the cheesemaking of the time stood 
in great need of improvement, when the club, with the aid 
of a grant from the Highland Society, offered £10, £6, and 
£4 as premiums for the best " kebbacks." On another 
occasion, £10 was voted towards premiums proposed to be 
given for the " improvement of the breed of swine " at a 
show to be held within the county, and, again, £30 to 
ensure a suitable stallion to the district. The premiums 
to women hoers and in reward of long and faithful service 
were continued, and prizes were offered for grass seeds. 
£10 was contributed towards the expenses of the Highland 
Society's show in 1834, and substantial sums were offered 
for the encouragement of land reclaiming, house building, 
cleanliness and neatness in house and garden, etc. The 
particulars of these competitions are of great interest, but 
space forbids the giving of more than the merest outline. 
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They were duly advertised from the churches — then the 
recognised medium for pubhc advertising of all things from 
a penny raffle to an election of elders or the serving of an 
edict — and committees appointed by the club decided the 
awards. In' 1823, John Chalmers, in the parish of Fintray, 
was awarded a premium for having brought into cultivation 
5 acres of waste and barren ground at a cost of £120, and 
James Cormach, Mill of Warthill, for reclaiming 5 acres 
13 poles by the spade ; "and the two following years he was 
obliged to plough the same by men, it being too soft for 
carrying cattle. It is now completely dry, and can be 
ploughed by cattle at all seasons." 

As an example not only of the kind of work done by the 
tenants, but also of the trouble taken by the proprietors 
in managing the competitions, the following report well 
deserves quotation :— 

Having been named convener of a district consisting 
of the parishes of Forgue, Drumblade, and Rothiemay, to 
which the club has been pleased to allot a premium of 
six pounds, to be distributed to small tenants paying not 
more than ten pounds of yearly rent, and who shall have 
improved the greatest quantity of uncultivated ground, to 
be awarded in such a manner as the members of the club 
connected with these parishes shall direct, I beg leave to 
report that, in consequence of several of these members 
having retired, it was impracticable to form an adequate 
committee of inspection. Mr. Gordon of Cockclarachy 
and myself are the only members of the club at present 
resident within these parishes,- and that gentleman, from 
the state of his health, has been obliged to excuse himself 
from attending. 

But as the notices, which were published, drew forth 
four competitors, I felt it to be my duty to visit their 
respective possessions, that I might, as far as was in my 
power, report the circumstances of their relative claims 
for the information and consideration of the club. 

Four claimants have appeared, one from each of the 
parishes of Forgue and Drumblade, and two from Rothie- 
may. 
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Of the four competitors whose possessions were examined 
by Major Tayler, it may suffice to quote the reports on 
two: — 

John Grant, the competitor from Forgue, has within 
these few years improved from a state of waste moor 
between twenty-five and twenty-six acres, all of which he 
has limed. He states that he has put in drains to the 
extent of several hundred ells, and several places where 
it was too stony for the plough he has trenched with the 
spade. He has this season planted, and is now enclosing 
with an earthen fence, four acres which, by lease, it was 
stipulated he should do. He has this year ten acres in 
grain crop, between five and six in green crop and fallow, 
and the remainder in grass of difFerent ages. He states 
that last season he raised to the extent of seventy bolls of 
grain. These improvements are made on a lease of 
twenty-one years, the first seven of which were rent free; 
for the second seven now running, the rent is three 
pounds, and for the last seven, six pounds. The name of 
the farm is Heathfield, the property of Captain Henry of 
Corse. 

James Stuart, Ramsburn, one of the competitors 

from the parish of Rothiemay, entered five years ago on 

his present possession, which consists of about twelve 

acres of the most wet, forbidding, waste moor and 

bleak hill, of which he has drained and improved about 

six acres, one-third of which has been trenched with the 

spade, and the whole has been limed. He has this season 

three acres in grain crop, one of them sown with grass 

seeds; nearly an acre is preparing for turnips, and the 

remainder is in grass. The tenant has made these 

improvements on a lease of eleven years, the first three 

years being rent free, and for the remainder paying one 

pound yearly. The singular merit of this individual 

deserves to be mentioned, for while he was making such 

persevering exertions on so forbidding a subject, he was, 

by his diligence and industry at day and harvest work, 

supporting not only his own family but also his father 

and mother, who are aged and unable to provide for 

themselves. 

(Signed) A. F. TAYLER. 
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As an example of cottages built by the tenants of small 
holdings for which premiums were given we may take that 
of Joseph Cooper, at Slack, 1831. Length of house, 40 J 
feet; breadth, 16i feet; height, 7 feet; stone and lime 
built and neatly harled ; plastered and whitewashed inside ; 
glass windows, 3 feet by 2j feet ; roof very neatly thatched 
with straw; 2 apartments, besides a centre closet, neatly 
and compactly floored with clay ; garden well arranged and 
laid out; dunghill properly concealed, and at a proper 
distance from the house. The interior of the cottage is 
reported as "doing the occupier great credit," and the 
furniture as " most suitable." 

The following description of the dwelling-house on an 
important local farm of the time is interesting. It "consisted 
of a but and a ben, and an immense length of a mid-house 
sufficient for bed accommodation for the whole family, 
besides milk cellarage for the farm ; the kitchen sufficiently 
large for cooking, eating, and sitting purposes for the 
master, mistress, 7 of a family, 2 servant women, 3 horse- 
men, and 3 orra men, and generally a few puir folk 
(sometimes not very few)." That was before the days of 
poorhouses and poor's rates. 

So far as I have been able to learn, the first steading in 
this district, built according to an approved plan at the joint 
expense of tenant and proprietor, was erected at Wester 
Fintray. The proprietor was one of the originators of the 
Garioch Farmer Club, George Skene of that ilk (an old 
Scotch term which signified that the family name was taken 
from the name of the estate), and the tenant was Robert ^ 
Walker, an early and successful exhibitor at the shows held ' 
by the club at Pitmachy. The proprietor, in addition to the 
old dead inventory, allowed " £150 in money, with wood from 
his own forest for roofing, and the price for foreign wood for 
doors and windows of the farm house." In all, Mr, Skene 
advanced about a year and a half's rent, and the lease was 
fixed for 33 years, with two rises of rent, beginning at £130 
for the 276 acres, and rising the eleventh year to £175, and 
the twenty-third year to £215. 

A plan of this steading, which was built so as to form " a 
square with the dung-yard in the middle," was published in 
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Dr. Keith's Survey of Aberdeenshire, and one is safe to 
assume that it had been the pattern for many another, and 
a considerable aid to improvement in farm buildings. 

Prior to the eighteenth century the farm steadings were 
quite on a par with the wretched system of husbandry which 
everywhere prevailed. The expense of building fell entirely 
on the tenants, and as they were allowed nothing for the 
walls at the expiration of the lease, the most inexpensive 
methods and materials were most in favour. The first 
three feet of wall was generally built of dry stone, with 
loose earth poured into the heart of the wall, which was 
then heightened by two or three feet of turf. The couples 
were built into the wall, the feet about a yard from the 
ground, and the roofs were thatched with straw tied on 
over a layer of " divots " (thin turf). 

Subjoined is a copy of an interesting document, of date 
1806, still in the possession of Mr. James Durno: — 

At Jackstown 22nd August 1806 yrs. 
An Inventory upon the houses and Digging of 
Jackstown Latly occupyd & possessed by the Proprietor, 
General Gordon, and now delivered over to James Durno 
Entering Tennant Estemated By William Cruickshank 
in New Boghead & William Urquhart in Parkburn both 
Estemators. 
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The Kintore Ox. 



This wonderful ox, reared and fed by the Rt. Hon, the Earl of Kintore, was bought 

at 100 sovereigns, and killed bj' Henry Rogers, butcher, Aberdeen, 

in October, 1S34. Weight of beef, 2,195 lbs. 



CHAPTER V. 

The Aberdeenshire Breed of Longhorned Black 
Cattle, and the Club's effort to save it from 
extinction. 

On the 3rd of October, 1834, the Highland and Agricultural 
Society held its first show in Aberdeen, and the Garioch 
Farmer Club received stimulus of an unusual kind from the 
event. As a result, its interests became entirely centred on 
a branch of agriculture which, hitherto, had only to a very 
limited extent engaged its attention. 

A very active period of the club's existence, which is of 
more than passing or mere local interest, hereupon set in — 
a period which marked an era in the agricultural history of 
the county, since it witnessed the first faint dawn of the new 
day that was destined to see Aberdeenshire raised to the 
front rank among the agricultural powers of the world as 
the mistress of its cattle markets. The shorthorn had 
crossed the Dee. As yet, however, it was regarded as an 
" intruder." 

As so often happens in human experience, the dark which 
preceded the dawn struck dismay into loyal hearts. That it 
was this dismay which roused the members of the Garioch 
Farmer Club and set them vigorously to work is attested 
by the minute of a meeting, duly called, and held with all 
possible speed, " in consequence of a requisition addressed 
to the secretary by certain members of the club " on their 
return from the Granite City. This minute sets forth that, 
" in consequence of the striking deficiency of stock of the 
old AberdeerfShire horned breed of black cattle exhibited at 
Aberdeen at the late show of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society of Scotland, and the apprehensions thereby excited 
that, if not properly attended to and encouraged, the pure 
breed of that very valuable description of stock will soon be 
entirely lost, the meeting, with a view to encourage the 
rearing of said cattle, resolved to allocate the sum of 
thirty pounds sterling, to be given in premiums at a show 

C 
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to be held on the cattle market stance of Lawrence Fair 
of Old Rain on the first Friday of August next" (1835). 

They could not guess — how could they ? — that the period 
for which the Aberdeenshire horned breed had proved so 
eminently suited would soon be a thing of the past, and that 
the shorthorn was exactly calculated not only to meet but to 
amplify the improved conditions which they themselves were 
striving to evolve; for which end, indeed, the Garioch Farmer 
Club had been instituted. 

Amos Cruickshank had not then bought his first short- 
horn. His life-work, which was destined to have such 
world-wide influence in the evolution of the breed, and to 
make Aberdeenshire's shorthorns one of her proudest 
possessions, still lay in embryo. Exactly sixty years later it 
received the nation's recognition at the hands of the Royal 
President of the Highland and Agricultural Society of 
Scotland, when, at the Aberdeen meeting in 1894, the 
venerable "seer of Sittyton," then in his 86th year, was, by 
royal command, presented to the then Duke of York, the 
present heir-apparent to the British throne. 

The show organised by the Garioch Farmer Club and 
duly held on the 7th August, 1835, is thus reported in the 
Aberdeen Journal of the 19th : — 

At the shew of cattle held at Pitmachie, on the 7th 
curt., in consequence of premiums given by the Garioch 
Farmer Club and the Highland and Agricultural Society 
of Scotland, Messrs. George Stoddart,* Culter-Cullen ; 
William Hay,+ Shethin ; William Spark, Aberdeen; and 
George Geddes, Haddoch, who were appointed judges, 
having inspected all the black cattle brought forward for 
competition, unanimously adjudged as follows : — 

That the first best horned bull belonged to Mr. George 

Gordon, Bucharm. 
The second best to George Leslie, Esq. of Rothie. 
The third best to the Right Honourable the Earl of 

Kintore. 



* A famous cattle dealer. 

t The owner of the first great shorthorn herd in the county. 
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The fourth best to Mr. George Mitchell, Haddoch. 
The first best horned cow to George Leslie, Esq. of 

Rothie. 
The second best to William Gordon, Esq. of Fyvie. 
The third best to Mr. Wm. Phillip, Portstown. 
The first best horned heifer to Mr. Walker, Suttie. 
The second best to George Leslie, Esq. of Rothie. 
The third best to Mr. Walker, Suttie. 
The first best polled bull belonged to Mr. John Mackie, 

Mill of Johnston. 
The second best to Thomas Robertson, Rothney. 
The third best to Mr. George Hall, Logic Durno. 
The first best two queys to James Stephen, Conglass. 
The second best to James Cooper, Hillbrae of Bourtie. 

Ninety-four black cattle, most of which were of a 
superior description, were entered for competition ; and 
premiums to the amount of sixty-three sovereigns were 
awarded. After the shew, upwards of eighty gentlemen 
and practical farmers partook of an excellent dinner, 
prepared by Mr. Cooper, Pitmachie, and the afternoon 
was spent with the utmost conviviality. 

In the course of the evening the following very 
striking fact was mentioned in connection with the 
increased transport of farm produce by the Aberdeen- 
shire Canal. In the year 1827, the whole quantity of 
grain sent by the canal amounted to somewhere about 70 
bolls. Since that period the value of this inland navi- 
gation has become more fully appreciated ; and the 
transport of grain by it to the Aberdeen and other 
markets has steadily and progressively increased so that 
last year it amounted to 50,000 quarters, the produce 
chiefly of the fertile districts of the Garioch and Strath- 
bogie. 

"^' The polled cattle premiums were generously given in 
response to an application to the Highland and Agricultural 
Society. 

The club had felt it to be its duty to devote all its avail- 
able funds to the encouragement of the one native breed for 
whose fate it trembled ; and by the munificence of the then 

,C 2 , ^j 
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Earl of Kintore, who sent a donation of £10, the Committee 
were enabled to offer £10 as a first prize for longhorned 
bulls, £6 as a second, £4 as a third, and £3 as a fourth. 
For cows the prizes were £4, £3, and £2 ; and for heifers, 
£3, £2, and £1. Such liberal premiums seem to have 
brought forward all the horned black cattle in the county, 
for of the ninety-four exhibits seventy-two were horned 
cattle, there being no fewer than fifty-six cows. 

Lord Kintore was keenly interested in the preservation 
of the breed. Being prevented from attending the meeting 
specially convened, he took the trouble to send in writing his 
views regarding the matter ; and being unavoidably absent 
from the spring meeting as well, he again wrote, and this 
time gave tangible expression to his sympathy with the 
object in view in the shape of a £10 note. 

Just then Lord Kintore had very good reason to be 
enthusiastic. At the recent show of the Highland and 
Agricultural Society in Aberdeen the famous Kintore ox, 
bred and owned by his lordship, had gained first honours. 

This ox was a cross between an Aberdeenshire long- 
horned cow and a Teeswater bull, and was considered so 
extraordinary that he was taken through the country in a 
caravan and exhibited as a marvel in cattle-flesh. His 
breeder, Anthony Adrian Keith-Falconer, seventh Earl of 
Kintore, was very popular, an enthusiast in agricultural 
affairs, a warm supporter and a willing worker on behalf 
of the Garioch Farmer Club, in whose minutes it is several 
times recorded that the secretary was instructed to convey 
to the Earl of Kintore the thanks of the club for the interest 
he had evinced in matters then engaging the attention of the 
club. On one occasion it was for the trouble he had taken 
over premiums offered to the persons who were found to 
have the cleanest cottages and the best habits in the parish 
of Keith- Hall, in which competition his lordship had acted as 
a judge.* 

* The following account, published in the Aberdeen Journal of 9th January, 
1822, will serve to show what manner of man his lordship was, and in what regard 
he was held by his tenantry, as well as to give a glimpse into the social customs of 
the time : — " Lord Kintore gave orders that an ox should be killed, and a dinner 
provided at his expense for all the tenantry on New Year's Day. Accordingly, on 



■ ,,j.,^^L|,,|„ 


aiHnae;»?'^-^^;''><^^»^|nHn^ 




i^ 




K /.■■-■.'.. ■' .„ ■ ■ '' 


■ , „ \ 




/■"'■■ ^ '. ' 








W 




;::#•.:; ;;,;;-i. 


m^^l^^^^m'' , -^ 


BL"" ' \ 


PigSP^^ f ■'■ ■ ■ -^ 




H> .''** 


W 


' s 




1 ■ 




^^^B " ; 











jBi/ .s'^.'v \nl prrnn^^ifn)] 



lufllf. Hun. Citnfrss uj Kinfar^ 

Anthony Adrian Keith-Falconer, 

7th Earl of Kintore. 



SOUVENIR OF THE GARIOCH FARMER CLUB CENTENARY. 37 

Unquestionably the longhorned black cattle had done a 
great work for Aberdeenshire. The native cattle were the 
"black hummel"— not the black polled of the herd book, 
for between the era of the original Buchan race and the 
organisation of the Polled Cattle Society there lived and 
laboured William M'Combie of Tillyfour, and Hugh Watson 
of Keillor, to whom the fame of the Aberdeen-Angus is so 
largely due. 

The native black hornless cattle were originally very 
diminutive, and only the poorer farmers made use of them 
for the plough, it being customary for all who could afford 
it to import a heavier class of oxen from the Lothians for 
labour purposes. Not yet did "prime Scots" command the 
London market. Up to the last quarter of the eighteenth 
century cattle-breeding received scant attention ; cattle- 
feeding still less. If the county produced more cattle than 
were required for farm work, they were sold lean and driven 
to England to be fattened. Work oxen were used on the 
farm up to eight, ten, or twelve years old — Mr. Barclay says 
even to seventeen years — and then sold to dealers to be fed 
off! 

In 1811 we find it officially reported that "Aberdeenshire 
is a breeding county which raises a greater number and 

Tuesday last the whole tenantry, with several of their friends and acquaintances 
whom they had invited, to the number in all of i lo persons, sat down to an excel- 
lent dinner, prepared by the innkeeper of Auchinblae. ' Better,' says Solomon, ' is 
a dinner of herbs where love is than a stalled ox and hatred therewith,' but the 
present company were fortunate enough to have the stalled ox and the utmost 
agreement and goodwill to each other along with it. The roast and boil were 
served up in abundance, and while the carvers laboured in distributing the meat 
the piper failed not to give music ; nor was the mountain dew forgotten. The 
more substantial fare at last gave place to huge punch bowls, or rather flagons, 
whose mirth-inspiring contents flowed round in bumpers to toasts innumerable. 
The noble proprietor's health and that of his lady of course were drunk among the 
first, and with plaudits rapturous beyond expression. During the whole afternoon 
the village presented a scene of hilarity rarely witnessed there. What remained of 
the great feast made many a little feast to the poor of the neighbourhood ; and 
while farmers and feuars with their wives and daughters were continuing the day's 
entertainment with a ball, at which they tripped it ' on the light fantastic toe ' till 
morning, the objects of charity were gladdened with what had been distributed 
among them, and were anticipating still further relief from a donation of ;^20 
which Lord Kintore has made to the poor of the parish." 
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value of black cattle than perhaps any other in Scotland," 
and the term "black cattle" now means both polled and 
horned. This great change had been brought about by the 
improvement of the native cattle with better keeping — turnip 
growing having been introduced — and also by the intro- 
duction into Aberdeenshire of the noted Fife or Falkland 
breed, an outstanding characteristic of which was the long 
horns. 

When the learned Dr. Johnson writing of a visit he had 
paid to the western islands said, in reference to the cattle, 
that they were black and that some without horns were 
called humble, as we call a bee humble that wants a sting, 
he expressed his surprise that no one had ever tried as an 
experiment to discover what would be produced as the result 
of a cross between humble and horned. 

The minister of Crossmichael, who was much more 
conversant with farm lore, and a wit to boot, thus en- 
hghtened him: — "The experiment the philosopher wished 
for has been tried a thousand times, and the result has been 
:^found to be a calf, sometimes with and sometimes without 
horn^s, but never, as the doctor most probably expected, a 
unicorn." 

In Aberdeenshire the experiment proved eminently 
successful. The crossing and grading up of the native 
hornless cattle with the Falkland gave rise to a breed well 
suited to the needs of the time, big of frame and strong to 
stand the plough and the road, the Aberdeenshire longhorn 
that "gave to the county an honoured name in the lean 
cattle trade of the droving days." 

This, then, was "the very valuable description of stock," 
the threatened extinction of which caused such conster- 
nation to the Garioch Farmer Club in the year 1834. 

At this time its prestige was threatened even more by 
the improvement of the " Buchan humlie " than by the intro- 
duction of the "Teeswater," as the shorthorn was then 
commonly called. For since the adoption of the practice of 
raising turnips and sown grasses for the cattle stock, we 
have it on the authority of Mr. Williamson, St. John's Wells, 
one of the biggest dealers of the period, that the native 
cattle had become "double the former size," and when thus 
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"raised by good keeping" were decidedly preferred to "the 
mixture of the Falkland breed with that of this country." 

The decline of the Aberdeenshire horned, the rifi g and 
fall^fthepollgd, and the gradual gaining of the ascendancy 
IBy meshorthorn can be distinctly traced in the annals of the 
Garioch Farmer Club. 

From the great display of horned cattle in 1834, one 
would have imagined that the breed still had a future before 
it ; but it is significantly indicative of the trend of the cattle 
history at the time, that in 1838, only three years after the 
show had been re-established for the express purpose of 
averting the threatened decline of the horned breed, there 
was not a single male representative of the breed entered 
for competition. The doom of "this very valuable description 
of stock" is already sounded. It must now be deleted from 
the pure breeds of the country and relegated to the crosses. 

The polled is clearly in the ascendant, and now takes 
precedence of the horned in the schedule. For the first 
time premiums are offered for "shorthorn or cross" animals; 
and there is a grand muster of fifty-four males and females 
of the new race, which, with forty horned and seventy- 
eight polled, make up the grand total of one hundred and 
seventy-two cattle entries. 

Among the owners of the animals exhibited in the new 
class were : — Mr. Gordon of Newton, to whom fell the leading \ 
honour in the bull class ; Mr. Walker, Wester Fintray ; Mr> 
Jopp, Nether Boddam (now Inschfield) ; Mr. Leslie of Rothie, 
and others who had previously been prize-winners with pure 
cattle of the native breeds. 

At this same show, Mr. Gordon of Newton took first place 
in a class of thirty-six polled cows, while Mr. Walker won 
prizes with representatives of all the three breeds. 

Indeed, all the leading breeders seem, at this time, to 
have been experimenting, and there was evidently consider- 
able danger of all the herds being eventually wholly com- 
posed of cross-breds, so well pleased were the breeders with 
the shorthorn cross on the native breeds. 

From 1839 to 1843, shorthorn and cross cows and heifers 
competed in the same classes, the bulls only being neces- 
sarily "pure" shorthorns. In 1843 the minutes mark 



40 A CENTURY OF ABERDEENSHIRE AGRICULTURE. 

another stage in the cattle history of the Garioch. The 
shorthorn and cross females were given separate classes, 
and the polled and horned Aberdeenshire are reduced to 
one between them. 

The same year Amos Cruickshank entered the lists, and 
carried first and second for two-year-old shorthorn heifers 
and first for a yearling. 

In 1844, the premiums for the native breeds were offered 
for polled or horned. There were only twenty-two exhibits 
forward ; but shorthorns, too, were that year a poorer entry. 

During the next nine years, 1845 to 1853, the shows were 
mostly restricted to exhibits from tenants whose rent did 
not exceed £50, and the breeds of cattle are not clearly 
defined, the two classes being designated " Aberdeenshire 
Breed " and " Any Breed." Little light is therefore thrown 
on the cattle history of the time. 

In 1853, the competition was thrown open to tenants of 
larger farms and proprietors, but the cattle sections are not 
more clearly defined. The same appHesto 1854. 

In 1855, premiums were offered by the Highland Society, 
in addition to the club prizes, and the cattle sections com- 
prised shorthorn bulls and heifers, cross cows and heifers, 
and pairs of polled heifers, the prizes for the last-named 
being won by John Dean, Balquhain, and James Stephen, 
Conglass. 

No prizes were offered for the Aberdeenshire horned 
breed of black cattle, nor do we ever again hear of its 
existence. 

Female representatives of the breed remained in the 
county to a much later date. The last is.supposed to have 
been a cow of the late Mr. Ronald's, Pitbee, that died twenty 
years ago. She certainly did not discredit her breed, for 
she was the mother of twenty-three calves in all, and died at 
twenty-five years of age, after fiiving birtJi to twins. . 




By sija-ialpenvhshniTi Worsley Sunbeam II. (14,934), W " Fm-m Life.." 

First and Champion at Eoyal Nortliern, Aberdeen, at Elgin, Huntly, Inscli, Keitli, etc. 
Property of George A. Bruce, Insclifteld. 
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Champion Mare, "Golden Queen." 
Bred by Oeorge Bean, Mains of Balouliain. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Live Stock in the Showyard of the Garioch Farmer 
Club, 1859-1907. 

If the Garioch Farmer Club did not succeed in keeping 
this highly-reputed breed alive, perhaps the effort put forth 
to preserve the breed kept the Garioch Farmer Club alive. 
Since 1834, when the annual show was resuscitated in the 
hope of saving the breed from extinction, no year has 
passed without a show, with the exception of 1866, when the 
presence of rinderpest in the county rendered a show 
impossible, and 1888, when the dread "pleuro" again 
forbade it. In addition to the autumn shows, there were 
also twelve spring shows. 

After the disappearance of the horned black cattle from 
the lists, the shorthorn men had it pretty much their own 
way for the space of twenty years. Up to 1859, there was only 
the one polled class — pairs of heifers, but, in 1859, classes 
were opened for bulls and cows as well. For several years 
the entries were very few in number, and the polled prize 
exhibits were entirely in the hands of two men, James 
Stephen, Conglass, Inverurie, and James Anderson, Loch- 
end, Rayne, although, a year or two later, they met a 
formidable, rival in James M'Knight, Boghead, Chapel of 

Garioch. '^^ ._ 'cn^':'''2ry7T'T:^^ <Z:Z''lS^^^^^t^ 

Among the shorthorn exhibits of this time were 
representatives of herds that played no small part in the 
evolution of the breed, the Kinellar, where were founded 
such noted tribes as the Rubyhills, Golden . Drops, etc. ; the 
Heatherwick, the home of the Bellas and Mayflowers ; the 
Saphock, in which was the foundress of that branch of the 
Shethin Claras which produced Mr. Anderson's 900-guinea 
calf, Spicy Charmer, and in which was bred the great 
Inverquhomery Waverley (68,072) ; as also the Petty, the 
Bructor, t he Wester F intray, the Collyhill, etc. 

In the early seventie^^eorge Bean, Balquhain, entered 
the lists as an exhibitor of Aberdeen-Angus cattle, and ^as ,- 
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followed in 1878 by George Bruce, Keig, and later by Major 
Ramsay of Barra, R. Maitland, Balhalgardy ; Major Duff of 
Hatton, and Captain Fraser of WiUiamstone, all well-known 
breeders and prize-winners. 

In 1878, the scale turned, and the blacks outnumbered 
the shorthorns, a state of matters which continued up to 
1890. The blacks were then in the zenith of their power, 
the cattle population of Aberdeenshire being at that time 
very largely Aberdeen-Angus, and the export trade a very 
lucrative business. The Vale of Alford was then as noted 
for its blackskins as Tarves is to-day for its shorthorns, and 
Tarves itself, now the world's nursery of the red, white, and 
roan, was then dotted over with polled herds. 

The extraordinary American boom over, the polls fell 
rapidly in numbers in the old country, and shorthorns 
gradually increased during the nineties as the foreign demand 
became greater and greater. So does money value affect 
popularity all the world over, supply and demand ever 
acting and reacting on each other. 

Although the bias of public opinion in favour of first the 
one breed and then the other has sometimes amounted 
almost to a craze, at the root of the matter has ever lain the 
solid foundation of practical utility. The breeders of each 
have aimed at the production of useful rent-paying cattle, 
and their success so far as Aberdeenshire is concerned 
might have been equal, had not theshorthornjerw^^ 
suited to the great work of gca3mg''upuiec3lueoVi^ 
prairie. 

Throughout the records of the club's shows, from 1811 
onwards, the name of Stephen, Conglass— father, son, and 
grandson — has been prominent in the prize lists of the 
Aberdeen-Angus classes, and has held a leading place in 
the list of fat stock awards. 

The family has been in Conglass at least since the poll 
book of 169S was published, and its connection with the 
Garioch Fakner Club is longer and closer than that of any 
other tenant farmer. The late Mr. James Stephen, who 
became a member in 1856, audited the treasurer's books for 
a number of years, his son taking up the work on his 
decease. Mr. Stephen is still a member of the business 
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committee, in which capacity his father also rendered the 
club yeoman service. 

It is remarkable that even during the period throughout 
which the polls quite outnumbered the shorthorns, and were 
of greater value by far in the world's market, the cattle 
championship of this showyard was each time carried by 
a representative of the shorthorn breed, with the one ex- 
ception of the 1886 show, when the blacks scored with a 
very outstanding specimen of the breedt/ fyt^ . 

This was the great cow Matilda U/(M3i3)/'hved b^ and 
the property of George Wilkin, Waterside W Forbes, a 
name that in the cattle world of that day was a household 
word. 

Matilda II. was first shown as a two-year-old in 1883, 
when, after leading in the local shows, she was first in her 
class at the Highland. In 1884 she was again first at the 
Highland and at the Northumberland county show as well. 
First at the Highland again in 1885, she, in 1886, was the 
champion of the Garioch Farmer show, and carried the 
M'Combie prize and polled challenge cup at the Royal 
Northern. In 1887 she ended her showyard career by 
carrying the female championship at the great Royal show 
at Windsor, and retired from the field unbeaten by a female, 
having only once been beaten by a bull, and he the great bull 
Cash (4558). Very soon thereafter she sustained an accident 
to her jaw so serious that it was found necessary to kill her. 

In recent years the chief winners in the polled classes 
have come from the herds of Garden A. DufF at Hatton 
Castle, Major-General Gordon at Culdrain, and C. E. N. 
Leith-Hay at Leith-Hall. 

Not less outstanding were some of the animals which 
turned the scale in favour of the red, white, and roan when 
the two breeds were pitted against each other. On the 
first occasion the successful animal was the bull Claymore 
(46,093), then in the Jackston herd, the winner of the first 
prize and cup at the Royal Northern the same year, and 
a first prize winner at the Highland and Agricultural at 
Stirling. It is worthy of note that, when he was champion 
at the Garioch show of 1882, Mr. Durno held the champion- 
ship for both cattle and horses, the winner in the horse 
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section being the mare Topsy (509), a name at that time 
very well known in Clydesdale circles. 

Unfortunately the names of the champion animals have 
not always been recorded, but in those preserved to us we 
have abundant proof that the Garioch Farmer Club show- 
yard has time and again been " topped " by animals that 
have left an indelible mark on the history of the shorthorn 
breed. 
; In the earlier days the Highland Society occasionally 

Y offered a medal for the best animal in the cattle sections. 
The first of these went to Wester Fintray, a Sittyton-bred 
bull being the winner. Kinellar several times claimed the 
vl honour, on one occasion with his English bull Prince of 
Worcester (20,597). Among the later champions were Lord 
Chelmsford (45,073), a noted prize-winner in the hands of 
Alex. Scott, Towie-Barclay; and Mario (51,713), the great 
Collynie-bred bull, which, from the herd of Mr. Gordon of 
Newton, crossed the border, where, after a single defeat, he 
carried all before him in a round of the English showyards. 
The first Scotch shorthorn to carry the palm on English 
ground, he broke down the prejudice against the Scotch 
type, and became the pioneer of the Scotch shorthorn across 
the border. Star of Morning (58,189), one of the "land- 
marks" in the history of the Aberdeenshire shorthorn, an 
outstanding showyard winner and the greatest of all the 
Newton stock bulls, won the laurel in 1890. Another winner 
of 1890 has a special claim to distinction in the annals of the 
Garioch Farmer Club, having been bred by one member, 
James Durno, Jackston, and owned by another, James 
Merson, Craigwillie. Mr. Merson paid 140 guineas for this 
bull, Choice Goods (76,350), as a calf through the ring. In 
1891 he was champion of the Highland at Inverness, where ' 
he was sold to Mr. Flatt of Ontario for £400. On his 
exportation he won the the championship of Canada and 
was sold into the States for £1200. Champion of the St. 
Louis Exposition in 1894, he next changed hands at the 
high figure of £2400. At the International, Chicago, 1907, 
he had the honour of being sire of the champion, and grand- 
sire of the reserve, and in America to-day he is spoken of as 
"the best showyard and breeding sire ever imported." Then 
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there was Cornerstone (68,406), Mr. Gordon of Newton's 
great home-bred Clipper bull. He was a rich roan, calved 
in 1895, which in 1899 came triumphant from the contest, 
when in the ring of the Highland Show in Edinburgh he was 
pitted against such noted animals as the "Royal" winners 
Royal Duke and Cicely from H.M. the Queen's herd, George 
Harrison's Count Beauty, and Philo L. Mill's Marengo. 
From that day to the end of his showyard career he stood 
unbeaten. Unfortunately the end came all too soon, his life 
being lost as the result of an accident before his value as a 
breeding sire had been fully realised. As one result of his 
two years at Newton, seven bull calves exported to America 
were sold at an average of £900 each. The greatest of 
them, Newton Stone, whose progeny in the States have 
realised the enormous sum of £60,000, was a winner in the 
Garioch showyard before his first year of life had run its 
course. 

The Garioch Farmer Club champion of 1906 — Captain 
A. T. Gordon's Jackston-bred, Scotch, English, and Irish 
winner. Fascinator (88,569), sire of Count Fascinator — placed 
second in the extraordinary class of sixty-five yearling bulls 
at the Royal English the other day. Newton Crystal, the 
sire of Captain Gordon's first prize calf, secured the red 
ticket in the Garioch showyard a year ago. The " promising 
youngster" himself will be one of the figure-heads of the 
Garioch Farmer Club centenary show. 

Excellent specimens of the breed at different times have 
adorned the Garioch showyard from the good old stock at 
Auchnagathle, from Myreton, and more recently from 
Westertown of Warthill. 

" Crosses," says Dr. Ramsay, the able secretary of the 
Polled Cattle Society, "are growthy, and come early to 
maturity, and are of large size ; but they are only crosses 
after all ! " And were there no pure breeds from which to 
obtain first crosses, the cattle of Aberdeenshire would not 
long hold their present position in the world's markets. 

We have not, therefore, considered it necessary to follow 
in detail the club's experiences where cross-breds are 
concerned, but we cannot afford to pass them over in silence, 
since the place cross cattle have taken in the fat stock lists 
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gives evidence that there, at least, their importance is not 
behind that of their more aristocratic kinsmen. 

The pure breeds have vied, and may still vie, with each 
other in the showyard and breeders' sale-ring, and for the 
fluctuations in the favour with which they have been 
regarded in Aberdeenshire the foreign demand may be more 
responsible than the actual preference of home breeders; but 
for the position to which " prime Scots " has attained in the 
London markets, Aberdeenshire is equally indebted to the 
life-work of Amos Cruickshank, and the life-work of William 
M'Combie, and the loyal disciples of each who have worthily 
carried it on. 

The Garioch has not failed to contribute its quota to the 
fat stock sale-ring, and the Ga,rioch Farmer Club judges 
have frequently given honoured place to a future national 
winner. 

The names of members best known in national fat stock 
shows are James Stephen, Conglass, and George Bruce, 
formerly of Wealthytown, Keig, and now of Tochieneal. 

In the earlier history of this department, the names most 
frequently recurring in the prize lists are James Stephen, 
Conglass, and James Philip, Portstown; the latter on one 
occasion, in a class of thirteen, holding first, second, third, 
fourth, fifth, and sixth places, the former coming in at the 
seventh. Later, James Moir, Mains of Wardhouse, ran 
these two hard; while in recent times, the late Robert 
Anderson, Newton Garry (formerly of Bankhead, Clatt) ; 
William Scott, Corsiestone, Huntly; Peter Bruce, Myreton; 
George A. Bruce, Inschfleld ; and Harry Forbes, Muirton of 
Barra, have been the leading winners. The name most often 
recorded in the club's prize lists during the last forty years, 
taking in all classes of stock exhibited, is that of Peter 
Bruce, Myreton, Insch, who became a member only a few 
months later than Mr. Mitchell, the present father of the 
club. 

Comparatively little can be gathered from the club's 
records respecting the horse-history of the Garioch. For 
many years its chief feature is its entire lack of feature. 
The horse classes of the show consisted of one for mares 
suitable for farm work, with their foals, and one for saddle 
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horses ; and it is not a very uncommon thing to find a 
show held where horse competition is not invited. The only 
change in this arrangement till 1862 is the substitution of 
" colts or fillies for agricultural purposes " in place of " colts 
or fillies for saddle or harness." In 1862 colts and fillies 
were assigned separate classes, but nothing is said of age 
or breed. A few years later a class for roadsters was 
introduced, and, in 1875, William Leslie of WarthiU, by 
offering special prizes for that purpose, inaugurated a class 
for horses in harness. 

In 1873 there appears in the schedule for the first time a 
class which must have tried both the skill and the patience 
of the judges. This class was for "extra stock," a very 
wide designation, which in 1874 led to the judges— doubtless 
after much deliberation, and perhaps not a little wrangling — 
having to announce their decision in a class of twenty-one 
entries in the following list: — 1st, a pony; 2nd, a colt; 3rd, 
a horse ; 4th, a tup ; 5th, an ox ; 6th, a cow ; 7th, a pair of 
stots ; and 8th, a pony. 

This class was kept up for a few years more, but at last 
Mr. Mackie, Petty, came to the rescue, and " suggested to a 
meeting of the club that the prizes for extra stock should be 
given to a family of horses or of cattle." Although his 
suggestion was not literally carried out, it led to the estab- 
lishment of two extra stock classes, one for horses and one 
for cattle. 

About the same time an entirely new spirit of enterprise 
is manifested in regard to the showing of horses, largely due 
to the acquisition by the club of one or two members who 
were Clydesdale enthusiasts, destined later to wield no 
inconsiderable influence on the history of the breed, chief 
among whom were George Bean, Mains of Balquhain, now 
of Ballochy, and James Durno, Jackston. 

These succeeded in securing a greater number of classes 
for horses, thus making more equitable judgment possible. 
Still no restriction was made regarding breed, but on Mr. 
Bean's motion, seconded by Mr. Durno, the club agreed to 
allow the pedigrees of animals exhibited to be printed in the 
catalogue. 

In 1886, Mr. Leslie of Warthill offered a silver cup, value 
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three guineas, for the best Clydesdale filly entered in the 
stud book, a prize which was gained by Alexander Glennie, 
Loanends, Durno. 

Very early in the forward movement, cattle-breeding had 
come to be recognised as an important industry embraced 
by an improved agriculture, but so long as they were suffi- 
cient in number, and possessed of stamina equal to the 
necessary work of the farm, the horse population of the 
Garioch seem to have been regarded as filling the place 
Nature had designed for them. Great improvement had 
certainly been efFected since the days when " the poor pot- 
bellied garrons " (horses) were largely fed on dried thistles, 
but the idea of regarding them as one of agriculture's 
valuable assets is of comparatively recent growth. 

Hence the conditions we find prevailing in the operations 
of the Garioch Farmer Club during three-quarters of the 
nineteenth century. The cattle exhibited represent an ever- 
increasingly important industry, while the horses sent to the 
club shows are merely the best of the work horses in the 
district. 

Since the stimulus given to the club in the later seventies 
by the enthusiasm of its younger members, the horse section 
of the annual show has received increasing attention, and 
has had the loyal support of the exhibiting public. 

From 1891 to 1897, a special prize was annually offered 
for the best draught female, which was gained in successive 
years by John A. Cooper of Dunnydeer, James Durno, 
Jackston; Leslie Durno, Mains of Glack (two years in 
succession) ; Thomas Milne, Overhill of Blackford ; James 
Durno, Jackston ; and George Ferguson, Lessendrum, now 
of Surradale. 

In 1899, William Smith, advocate, Aberdeen, who has 
always evinced a very kindly interest in his native parish, 
and its Farmers' Club, offered a handsome challenge plate 
for the best Clydesdale in the yard, which was gained by 
Lady Edith by Prince of Currachan (8151), the property of 
James Merson, Craigwillie, Huntly. In 1900 and 1901, 
R. & J. Harper, Mellanside, were the successful competitors, 
their well-known prize-winning mare, Valerie (13,842), being 
the winner of 1900, and her daughter. Queen of Fortune 
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(16,124), an equally successful showyard mare, the winner of 
1901. 

In 1902, Mr. Merson again secured it, this time with Jane 
of Craigwillie, by Prince Thomas (10,262), and finally, in 
1903, with Lady Flora, also by Prince Thomas. 

Mr. Smith having kindly replaced the plate, which had 
thus found a permanent home at Craigwillie, a mare 
belonging to James Durno, Westertown of WarthiU, next 
carried it. This was Merry Girl (vol. 31), by Prince Thomas 
2nd, now owned by Sir Donald Currie, and champion 
Clydesdale of several southern showyards since 1904. 

A foal, by Baron Ruby (11,268), from Mellanside, another 
of the progeny of the noted Valerie, carried the palm in 
1905, and was sold for £100 before the day was done to a 
company of local farmers who re-sold him later at a big 
figure. 

In 1906, John Milne, Mains of Williamstone, made a 
record score in the horse sections, when he carried the 
prize for the best group of three, the offspring of one sire or 
dam ; the special for the best gelding, and the challenge 
plate for the best Clydesdale, all with Barori Ruby foals. 
The winner of the challenge plate was Lauretta (vol. 28, 
p. 95), a brown yearling filly, daughter of Lottie (16,264), by 
Gold Mine (9540, vol. xv.). 

In 1907, the challenge plate again went to Mellanside, 
being gained by a grand-daughter of Valerie's, Silver Queen 
(vol. 27, p. 209), daughter of Queen of Fortune (16,124). 

The centenary show will probably see a tussle for this 
honour, and a greater still for the centenary medal, where 
all these former champions may compete. 

The institution of the local and neighbouring horse- 
breeding associations has given greatly increased interest 
to this section of the show, and the improvement in the 
quality of the horses of the surrounding district is well 
known to all who are in the habit of visiting local show- 
yards. 

In the sheep classes, the chief winners have been Robert 
M'Hardy, Bructor; David Williamson, Inveramsay; Peter 
Bruce, Myreton; Peter Melvin, Middlegateside ; Alexander 
Shepherd, Gunhill; and James Murray, Brankston. In the 
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pig section, the leading honours have fallen to the exhibits 
of C. E. N. Leith-Hay of Leith-Hall; Alexander Mennie, 
Auchleven; and George A. Bruce, Inschfield; while the chief 
prizes for poultry have been gained by Mrs. Florence, 
Knowley; and Mrs. Durno, Westertown. 

None of the minor sections of live stock nor the smaller 
products of the farm received much attention from the club 
until a late date. Sheep first appear in the prize list in 1872, 
but the class was withdrawn in 1884, when the state of the 
funds demanded a curtailment of expenses. The present 
secretary on his appointment, being given a free hand, 
widened its range, till now the club's schedule of entry 
comprises all classes of live stock and farm produce. The 
dairy produce department has been phenomenally successful, 
having been again and again pronounced by the judges to be 
one of the best shows of dairy produce in the North. 

The challenge cup for the most points in this section has 
been gained by Miss Grant, Overhill (now Mrs. Brebner, 
Balquhindochy) ; Miss Green, Millfield (now Mrs. Thomson, 
Sunnyside); Miss Chrystall, Johnstone (now Mrs. Smith, 
Auchmar); Mrs. Fordyce, Little Mains; Mrs. Anderson, 
Bankhead; and Miss Susie Stephen, Drumrossie. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

1835 TO THE Jubilee Show of 1858. 

From 1835 onwards the centre of the club's interest was the 
annual show, which, as we have seen, was carried on with 
much spirit for many years, and outside it there is com- 
paratively little of interest noted in the minutes. 

On twelve different occasions, but not in consecutive 
years, spring, as well as autumn, shows were held. At the 
business meeting of the club on the show day in 1838, Mr. 
Andrew Beattie, Dunnydeer, and Mr. Jopp, Nether Boddam,^ 
having placed at the disposal of the club the premiums 
gained by them, the meeting, " in consequence of a deficiency 
of good bulls being found to exist among small farmers and 
crofters in the district, and believing that premiums for 
seeds would be ' advantageouz ' for introducing the best 
varieties," resolved that a show of bulls and seeds be held in 
spring, the conditions of competition to bind the competitors 
to keep the prize bulls for use in the district, and to sell not 
less than twenty bushels of seed of the same weight and 
quality as the prize sample. By insisting on these conditions 
in connection with every exhibition for many years, the club 
not only encouraged a man to produce the best, but ensured 
that the benefit of each man's labour went towards the 
improvement of the agriculture of the district, thereby 
securing the object for which the club had been instituted. 

The premiums for bulls at the first spring shows were 
offered for the best from each of the fifteen parishes in 
the show district, but as only six were forward, and each 
from a different parish, the contemplated competition could 
not take place. They were therefore each awarded a 
premium, with the exception of the one from Culsalmond, 
which, in the opinion of the judges, did not appear to merit 
a prize. 

In the seed competition, there were displayed three 

samples of early Angus oats, four samples of sandy oats, one 

D 2 
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sample of Scotch barley, and three samples of perennial rye 
grass seed. The prize for the best sample of the first (43f 
lbs. per bushel) was awarded to Alex. Nicoll, Pitmedden ; 
for the second (44 lbs. per bushel), to Captain Elphinstone 
Dalrymple of Westhall; for barley (43i lbs. per bushel), to 
James Moir, Mains of Wardhouse ; and for rye grass (25 lbs. 
per bushel), to Peter Low, Combscauseway. 

Several succeeding shows followed the same lines, with 
slight variations. At one, premiums (£5) were given by 
Mr. Leslie of WarthiU for farm produce, and at the same 
show there were two classes for swine. Nothing but farm 
implements were scheduled in 1849, and in the spring of 
1850, what might be described as a variety show was held, 
the classes comprising shorthorn bulls, subsoil ploughs, drill 
harrows, machines for sowing grain or grass, cart and other 
harness, Swedish and yellow turnips. 

In 1852 the show consisted of shorthorn bulls, seeds, 
four-horse and two-horse grubbers. 

In 1844 the Committee allocated £22 to be offered as 
prizes for reports on "the application and results of different 
manures during the season of 1844." The plots experi- 
mented on had to be not less than a quarter of an acre in 
size. The reports were to be sent in "not in the hand- 
writing of the reporter; each report to have a motto, and 
the same motto to be put on the outside of a sealed envelope 
containing the reporter's name and address." 

Only two essays were sent in, on which the committee 
reported as follows : — 

The first the Committee do not consider deserving of 
any premium, being deficient of every information sought 
for by the club. The second, which bears the motto 
"Speed the Plough," your Committee would mention in 
very different terms, as the experiments appear to have 
been made with the greatest care and attention, and the 
results watched and reported in a measure highly credit- 
able to the reporter. Your Committee beg leave to 
recommend that part of the funds be appropriated for 
the printing and circulation of the report among the 
members of the club, and they also consider it desir- 
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able that it should be printed in some of the farming 
periodicals and publications in general circulation in this 
district. 

The writer of the report, which was duly printed, proved 
to be James Porter, whose address is unfortunately not 
given. 

So far back as 1812 the society received a communication 
from Mr. Watt, the excise officer at Pitmachie, " regarding a 
compound for securing a crop of turnips," but whether it 
served its purpose we do not know. The secretary was 
instructed, however, to thank Mr. Watt. 

In view of present-day experiments and conflicting 
theories regarding the assimilation of nitrogen by plants, 
nitro-bacterine inoculation, etc., it is extremely interesting 
to find that more than a century ago the " Society of 
Improvers in the Knowledge of Agriculture in Scotland" 
recommended a crop of peas as suitable for re-invigorating 
a run-out field. The peas were to be sown as a crop, grown 
to full bloom, and then " pressed flat to the ground with a 
roller," or " with harrows thrown upon their backs," or, all 
these failing, " an old door " might do. Whichever of these 
implements was made use of, when the peas were at last 
" pressed flat " the field was to be ploughed twice and then 
sown. Were the peas a random choice from the green 
crops then known ? Were they credited with occult 
power? Or had our fathers even then guessed the secret 
of the leguminosae? 

A cart for the distribution of liquid manure was sent 
"for inspection " to the show of 1845 by Sir Robert D. H. 
Elphinstone, with the contrivance and efficiency of which 
the members expressed themselves highly pleased. 

When the club's committee were of opinion that any 
implement placed on the market promised to be a real 
benefit to the farmer, it was their habit to procure one at 
the expense of the club, put it on public trial at or near the 
show, and thereafter expose it for sale. 

In 1852, a committee specially appointed was authorised 
to procure one of Bell's reaping machines at a cost of £37, 
as estimated for, with an additional charge of £5 for the 
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expenses of a man coming to show, how it was to be 
worked. 

This piece of the club's property had a very chequered 
career. What eventually became of it we are not told, but 
so far as the records show, the club gained nothing by its 
acquisition, and lost a good deal. It would not work 
properly, and alterations had first of all to be made. Very 
soon thereafter, the minutes, which at this time, are largely 
occupied with details regarding this machine, reveal the fact 
that it stood in need of thorough repair. Orders were given 
that this should be seen to, and strict rules were framed 
regarding the care of it, and the responsibility to attach to 
the members in charge of it, at aU trials of the machine, but 
notwithstanding the enterprise displayed by the club the 
clerk of the weather refused to accommodate the members, 
and there were no crops ready for the reaper to be tried on 
at the date of the show. The committee, having come to the 
conclusion that they "would not be justified in incurring 
more expense" on its behalf, resolved that it should be 
exposed for sale, by public roup, and sold if a sum not less 
than £15 were offered for it. Its ultimate fate remains a 
mystery. On the subject the minute book is silent, and the 
cash book has not been preserved to tell the tale. 

But the club had seldom been better able to afford to lose 
a little on praiseworthy experiment, for the balance in the 
bank then stood at £207 odds. In 1828, finding themselves 
possessed of £132 4s. 7d. after all liabilities had been met, 
the meeting authorised the secretary to lend to Gordon, 
Barron, & Co. the sum of £100; which sum they "uplifted" 
in 1&49 and placed ia the North of Scotland Bank at Insch, 
oi the opening of which in 1838 the burgh records have an 
amusing minute, which is here subjoined : — 

Insch, January 4th, 1838. 

The burghers, having met in Alex. Stephen's at the 
Kirkstyle, Baillie Roger in the chair, our late provost 
(Robert Milne) having been called to his fathers since 
last yule-even — ^the burghers, having drunk a bowl to the 
health of the young queen, proceeded to the election). 
This year the report regarding the town was very favour- 
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able, gas having been introduced into most of the shops 
and principal houses, and the coach still continuing to 
leave the turnpike road leading through the Rothney 
lands and taking the road through Insch and returning 
to the Longford bridge, and what would have been 
declared both not in the power of Nature and which 
everyone in the county would have gaped at and 
declared impossible if spoken about, the town has got 
a bank, a branch of the North of Scotland, which is 
prospering beyond what was ever anticipated. 

At that time flax must have been pretty extensively 
grown and looked upon as a fairly important product of the 
Garioch, the club seeing fit to offer premiums in 1855 for the 
best harvested flax of the finest quality. Mr. Dalrymple of 
Westhall evidently took an interest in the. matter of flax 
growing, for this competition was introduced at his 
suggestion, and the half of the premiums were offered by 
him. Some time before this, the attention of the district had 
been drawn to the possibilities of the growth and manu- 
facture of flax by the following report in the Aberdeen Journal 
of October 21st, 1812— "On the 8th inst. the growth of 3 lbs. 
of lintseed (being about the 7th part of a peck) was dressed 
at Lintmill of Huntly, which produced 1 st. 5 lbs. of clean 
skutched lint, being about 13 st. 9 lbs. avoirdupois weight per 
peck. It yielded 17 lbs. 6 oz. of well-heckled lint. The above 
shows with what advantage the raising of flax might be 
promoted in this country if people of skill and capital would 
pay attention to it." 

There were flax mills in the parish of Oyne at the time, 
and there are still to be found in Insch specimens of linen 
manufactured there from flax: grown and spun in the 
surrounding neighbourhood. 

General John Gordon made a plucky effort to establish 
flax-growing around Culdrain, which had by this time 
become his northern home, but with only temporary 
success. 

During all, the yea«s of the club's existence, the social 
aspect of its raison d'etre has never been lost sight of. 
Slight but oftiraes informative gUtnpses into the sociail 
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customs of the time are afforded by the minutes in the 
early years. By and bye, the members were subjected to 
the presence of " a chiel amon' them takin' notes " destined 
to be duly printed in the public press, and the annual dinner 
of the club became a very important function. 

The original rule of 1808 referring to the dinner reads : 
" Dinner at meetings to be on the table at 3 o'clock, after 
which no business to be transacted ; the bill to be regularly 
called for by the stewards and settled at 6 o'clock. Members 
remaining after that hour shall defray what expense they 
incur." Later we find it agreed that the club "shall pay 
for porter, beer, and whisky punch only, members choosing 
other liqours shall pay for the same." 

Another minute records a motion made and carried to 
the effect that a bottle of wine should be allowed to every 
three gentlemen, to be paid for out of the club's funds. At 
a meeting held soon thereafter, an attempt was made, 
without success, to have this rescinded. Finally, it was 
decided that the dinner at the show should be " an ordinary," 
at the price of 3s. each, for which Mr. Cooper, vintner in 
Pitmachie, agreed to supply dinner, small beer, and a bottle 
of toddy. 

This rule was, however, departed from on the occasion of 
the club's jubilee in 1858, the committee appointed to 
consider the matter giving it as their finding that 'the 
fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of an association 
which has been productive of singular benefit to the 
interests of agriculture in the district should be par- 
ticularly marked." It was therefore agreed that it should 
be celebrated by a dinner, to be held on the 21st August 
(the usual date being departed from, " so as not to interfere 
with the Highland Society's exhibition at Aberdeen " ), and 
the annual show to be held the same day. Curiously 
enough, the centenary show of the Garioch Farmer Club 
also falls on the year in which the Highland visits Aberdeen. 

For purposes of comparison, it may be of interest to 
examine the prize schedule issued by the club when the 
half-century of its existence had run its course. In the 
cattle section, no bull classes appear save those for short- 
horns only, the premiums being — for aged bulls, £4 and £2 ; 
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for two-year-olds, £2 10s. and £2; and for yearlings, £2 and 
£1. The prizes in the female classes, which comprised cows 
and heifers, shorthorn, polled, and cross, were £1 and 15s., 
and for stots bred by exhibitor, 30s. and £1. 

The horse section consisted of three classes, mares for 
agricultural purposes, colts or fillies for agricultural pur- 
poses, and colts or fillies for saddle or harness ; the 
premiums being £2 and £1 10s. The entries were — horses, 
30 ; cattle, 58. 

William Leslie of Warthill, afterwards M.P. for Aber- 
deenshire, offered premiums of a guinea and half-a-guinea 
to be given to the farm servants, male or female, who had 
been longest in the service of their present masters, with 
unblemished character. 1st, Arthur Mann, 44 years at 
Balhalgardy ; 2nd, James Patillo, 36 years at Culdrain. 

The Aberdeen Journal reports that the show, which was 
never remarkable in point of numbers, " was all that could 
be desired as regards the quality of the stock exhibited." 
Regarding the Sittyton - bred shorthorn bull from Mr. 
Walker's herd at Wester Fintray, which gained the High- 
land Society's silver medal for the best animal in the yard, 
the reporter ventures to prognosticate that he would attract 
attention at the Highland Show in Aberdeen, for which he 
was entered, and where he would have strong competition. 
The whole of the bulls were considered particularly good. 
Horses, too, were voted a good turn out, the prize mares 
being " much admired," the fillies " numerous and excellent," 
and the roadsters of " fine quality." 

The judges were Sylvester Campbell, Kinellar; Alexander 
Bruce, Keig; and William Milne, Bethelnie; and the prize- 
winners, John Maitland, Balhalgardy; Wm. Wilson, Loan- 
head of Rayne; Wm. Moir, Newlands, Oyne; James Stephen, 
Conglass; James Moir, Mains of Wardhouse; James Cooper, 
Hillbrae, Bourtie; Charles Walker, Drumblair; George 
Ledingham, Newton of Lewesk; Andrew Beattie, Dunny- 
deer ; Wm. Philip, Lofthillock ; James Philip, Portstown ; 
Wm. Scott, Wrangham; George Philip, Boynds; R. Innes, 
Oldtown, Insch ; Thomas Milne, Newton of Ardoyne ; and 
-Bgnjam HrlReid^ TBalcairn. 

rherearestill Maitlands in Balhalgardy, and Philips in 
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Lofthillock and Portstown, but the only prize-winners of 
1858 directly represented in the Garioch Farmer Club 
to-day are James Stephen, Conglass, and George Philip, 
Boynds. 

At the dinner, which was purveyed in Mr. Cooper's best 
style, the president, the Right Honourable Lord Haddo, 
M.P. for the county, occupied the chair. Sir J. D. H. 
Elphinstone, Bart., M.P. for Portsmouth, the vice-president, 
was the croupier; and Mr. Simpson, Cobairdy, and Dr. 
Thomson, Inverury, were the stewards. There were also 
present, among others, three members of the Warthill 
family — William, George, and Patrick Leslie ; Mr. Lumsden 
of Pitcaple ; Mr. Grant of Druminnor; Lieut. Simpson, yr., 
of Cobairdy ; Lieut.-Colonel Udny of Udny ; Colonel Knight 
Erskine of Pittodrie; Captain Ramsay of Barra; Colonel 
MacKenzie, H.E.I.C.S. ; Mr. Robert Milne, manager. Great 
North of Scotland Railway; Captain Gordon of Fyvie; 
Mr. John Duguid Milne, Aberdeen; Dr. Mackie, Insch; 
Messrs. Walter Scott, Glendronach; Garland, Cairnton, 
Kincardine ; Forbes, Commercial Company, Inverurie ; Rev. 
John Mann, Schoolhouse, Premnay; Mr. George Durno, 
Meikle Folia; and Mr. William Maitland, Netherton of 
Insch. 

"A most excellent dinner having been amply discussed" 
(in the words of the report). Lord Haddo gave the loyal 
toasts — The Queen and the Royal Family — which being 
heartily pledged. Lord Haddo, again rising, in a very eloquent 
speech, gave the health of " those who risk their lives in our 
defence," which was drunk with all the honours, and replied 
to by Colonel Mackenzie, who had spent thirty years in 
India. To him Lord Haddo was pleased to give the honour 
of replying to this toast; although it was gratifying to 
remember that the club had always had the honour of 
numbering among its members gentlemen who were well 
qualified to reply for both the army and the navy. 

Sir James Elphinstone proposed the Earl of Aberdeen, 
lord lieutenant of the county, a name they had all good 
reason to revere and love. Lord Aberdeen's character and 
conduct were ever before them, and were such that they 
would do well to adiDpt them as their own. 
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The toast of their noble chairman, the representative of the 
county, was given by Mr. Simpson of Cobairdy in eulogistic 
terms, and was received with "immense cheering." 

Lord Haddo, in replying, said he was truly proud to be 
the representative of that county, the industry and skill of 
whose agriculturists had made it celebrated the world over. 

As one of its youngest members, Lord Haddo said he felt 
considerable diffidence in rising to give the toast of the day 
— The Garioch Farmer Club — which had reached its fiftieth 
anniversary, and to judge from present appearances there 
was no danger of its becoming extinct. It was, he said, a 
means of improving agriculture, and of keeping up sociality 
and kindly feelings among its members. He was glad to 
think that, in addition to seeking to improve cattle, they 
were also taking means to encourage those who attended to 
the cattle. So much depended upon them that it was the 
interest as well as the duty of every agriculturist to, 
encourage them. He coupled the toast with the name of 
Mr. Lumsden of Pitcaple, the father of the club. 

Mr. Lumsden, although he was sorry to have to con- 
tradict their noble chairman, was, he said, compelled to 
disclaim the title. He was, it was true, the oldest member 
of the club present, but the true father was that gallant and 
distinguished officer, Sir Alexander Leith of Freefield, who 
had joined in 1811, while he had not joined till 1817. He 
desired to mention one of the first stewards, William Leslie 
of Warthill, a name never mentioned in this club but with 
veneration. [Mr. Leslie was one of the originators of the 
club, and enrolled himself at the first meeting in 1808. He 
had died in 1857, one year before the club celebrated its 
jubilee.] He, Mr. Lumsden, thought they took an important 
step when they admitted farmers who paid £50 or over in 
rent. He believed nothing had contributed more to the 
longevity and prosperity of the club. As a society, it had 
done much good in encouraging stock and nurturing kindly 
feelings between tenant and landlord. In conclusion, he 
would ask them to drink to one of the most distinguished 
and venerable officers in Her Majesty's army, Sir Alexander 
Leith of Freefield. 

Lord Haddo gave the health of the Rev. John Shand, th& 
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secretary, " a toast always most acceptable at every meeting 
of the club." 

Mr. Shand, in replying, said he was much gratified to 
have his name thus received by a club with which he had 
been so long connected — for forty-six years he had acted as 
secretary. He hoped that "when they came to celebrate 
their second jubilee, fifty years hence, the champagne would 
be as good as it had that day been found." (Cheers and 
laughter.) 

Mr. Lumsden of Pitcaple, in proposing the health of 
" their worthy and excellent " vice-president. Sir James 
Elphinstone, M.P., said they were under great obligations 
to Sir James for the active part he took in the improvement 
of the district. 

Sir James Elphinstone, in replying, referred to the 
improvements since the institution of the Garioch Farmer 
Club, and said he was very happy to say that the line to 
Inverness was now open, and (except a passenger were 
afraid to cross the railway bridge, in which case he would 
be driven over the Spey in a 'bus) they could now go by 
an unbroken line of railway from Aberdeen to Inverness. 
Next year he hoped they would be able to go to Banff, 
and before next year again to Fraserburgh ; and in a few 
years every farm would be within six or seven miles of 
a railway. This would be a very different state of matters 
from that existing at the time the society was established, 
when all their lime had to be carted from Strathisla, and 
when turnips certainly were grown, but grown as a rarity, 
as we now cultivate cucumbers in a greenhouse. (Laughter.) 
He hoped the Garioch Farmer Club would continue to im- 
prove — at present it showed strong signs of vitality — and he 
hoped that in 1908 they would all be present at the next 
jubilee. (Cheers and laughter.) 

Sir James Elphinstone himself could not have been then 
altogether a young man, for when he died, in 1886, he had 
been fifty-three years a member of the Garioch Farmer 
Club — an enthusiastic and active member he always was. 

It will however be heard with surprise and regret, not 
unmingled with sadness, that, so far as we know, all the 
happy band who so heartily celebrated the jubilee of the 
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club have, before its centenary, joined the great majority, 
save one only, Mr. William Maitland, then of Netherton, 
Insch, later of Muiryfold, Grange, and now once more 
resident in his native parish. Mr. Maitland is the one 
living representative of the company who dined together 
at Mr. Cooper's inn, Pitmachie, on the 21st day of August, 
1858. 

If the times have thus greatly changed where the people 
are concerned, it is also changed days with the " neeps." 

The story is told that on one occasion, being anxious to 
provide a special tit-bit as a treat to his people at the 
" clyack supper," the Laird of Warthill sent his servant 
to Tillyilt, near Haddo House, to procure two pecks of 
turnips from the gardener there. The turnips, which were 
then considered such a dainty dish, were described as " very 
much resembling oranges in point of size and colour." 

The long toast list, which also included the judges, the 
successful and unsuccessful competitors, the new members. 
Dr. Thomson, Inverury (for many years one of the club's 
most active members), railway communication, the Highland 
and Agricultural Society, etc., etc., being at last exhausted, 
the company broke up — at what hour history does not 
record. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The Club outside the Showyard. 

Following the jubilee celebration, the club passed through 
a period of well-nigh monotonous regularity. The minutes 
faithfully note each meeting, but the report of one meeting 
would serve almost equally well for another, with a change 
of names for officials, judges, and prize-witmers. The 
minute of the spring meeting contains the treasurer's 
statement of accounts and the meeting's approval of the 
same ; and the minute of the autumn meeting consists of the 
judges' report of the show held that day, and the committee's 
report of the result of their deliberations regarding the 
arrangements to be made for the next show; a very 
occasional protest against an entry, or, more rarely still, 
against a decision, gives the only variety in the records of 
that time. 

In 1865, the secretary read a letter addressed to him by 
Messrs. J. & R. Ligertwood, advocates, Aberdeen, for- 
warding a petition, signed on behalf of the Royal Northern 
Agricultural Society, in favour of the Roads and Bridges -Bill 
of 1865, and expressing a hope that this club would present a 
similar petition. The secretary was thereupon authorised to 
"adjust" such a petition and forward it, when signed by the 
president, to Mr. Burnett, the agent for the bill. 

In 1868, the business committee — of which the following 
gentlemen were the members : Robert Simpson of Cobairdy, 
Walter Scott, Glendronach; J. Philip, Boynds; A. Beattie, 
Dunnydee'r ; with Dr. Thomson as convener — " unanimously 
agreed to meet in the showyard of the Highland and Agri- 
cultural Society in Aberdeen, with a view to select for 
exhibition and trial in the district such implements as might 
be considered worthy of trial, should the club approve." 

At a subsequent meeting the club "warmly approved" of 
the suggestion, which was duly carried out. 

At the meeting on the first of August following, the com- 
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mittee reported that they had met in the showyard and 
examined the implements "as minutely as their limited 
time would allow," and finding many of them well worthy 
of examination, agreed to procure a double-furrow plough, 
by Pirie & Co., Longside, and a double-drill plough, 
by James Buchan, blacksmith, Balquhain, both being "cal- 
culated, as they appear to be, very importantly to lessen the 
expense of labour." 

These ploughs were "put to the test" on the farm of 
Conglass, on the 3rd November, and the following day on the 
farm of Bogend, Oyne. On both occasions "a large number 
of interested spectators, some of them from considerable 
distances, were present to witness the trial." The double- 
furrow plough is reported to have performed its work in a 
highly satisfactory manner at both trials, in stubble and in 
lea. " It is calculated," runs the report, " to do the work 
of 2 ordinary ploughs, and does not need a ploughman to 
hold it as the depth and size of furrow can be regulated at 
will by an adjustment of screws. It was drawn by 3 horses 
abreast, and we are of opinion that it can be more easily 
drawn by three horses than the single plough by two. From 
the many favourable opinions expressed by those competent 
to form a judgment of the merits and utility of the imple- 
ment, we should think it cannot fail to become generally 
adopted on the farm." So far as we have been able to 
ascertain, the committee were not entirely mistaken in their 
opinion. The implement does not seem to have been a 
failure. The reason why these ploughs never became more 
common, however, and why at a later period they fell into 
entire disuse, seems to be dubious. The chief fault seems to 
have lain not in the plough but in the conservatism of the 
ploughman. Each man holding himself as engaged to work 
a pair of horses, it seems to have been found impossible to 
make amicable arrangements as to the third horse necessary 
to the use of the double-furrow plough. Such conservatism 
has not quite died out, and wherever it is found it invariably 
acts as a clog to progress. 

The double-drill plough also put on trial was regarded 
"as a promising and important implement, but susceptible 
of considerable improvement." 
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In 1872, a very important change took place in the 
arrangements of the club. The minute of the 5th August, 
1871, sets forth that "the meeting finding that the business 
of the club can no longer be continued conveniently at 
Pitmachie, Mr. Cooper having resigned his license, resolved, 
on the motion of Mr. Leslie of Warthill, seconded by Mr. 
Simpson of Cobairdy, that the next meeting of the club be 
held at Insch, in August, 1872, and that the meeting of the 
business committee be held in Maitland's Hotel, Insch, early 
in June." The same day, the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Aberdeen was elected a member of the club. 

From that date, Insch, which since the introduction of 
the railway has become the centre of the district, has been 
the headquarters of the club and the scene of its annual 
show, for which the market stance on the common was then 
the only available site, but which was far from being as 
unsuitable for the shows of the seventies as it would be 
for the show of to-day. It was some time after the change 
of showyard before the animals were numbered, tied up, or 
catalogued, and not till 1879, when Mr. Gordon of Newton 
was " preses," that at his suggestion the showyard was 
enclosed and a charge made for admission. 

About this time, the financial position of the club became 
weaker. The expenses had increased, while in the income 
there was no corresponding rise. From that date onward, 
the balance in the bank steadily decreased till in August, 
1887, we find it reported that Mr. Gordon of Newton, the 
convener of the business committee, very seriously drew 
the attention of the members to the state of the funds of the 
club which were year by year decreasing. In 1884, it had 
been found necessary to retrench, and the premiums were 
then reduced, it being resolved to give only two money 
premiums in each class. With a view to securing more 
members, and thereby increasing the annual income, it 
was agreed, on the motion of Mr. Arbuthnot- Leslie of 
Warthill, that the admission fee of two guineas be done 
away with in the case of tenant farmers joining the club. 
Mr. Gordon urged upon the committee the importance of 
securing new members, and insisted on strict economy in 
all the disbursements of the club. 
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Still the balance continued to decrease, till in 1894 we 
find a special meeting of committee called to consider the 
state of the club's finances. Alexander Gordon of Newton ; 
James Stephen, Conglass; W. F. G. Dawson, Insch; J. A. 
Cooper of Dunnydeer; and J. S. Cruickshank, Logie- 
Newton, were thereupon appointed a sub-committee, with 
Mr. Gordon of Newton as convener, "to take such steps as 
might seem to them necessary." 

At the subsequent meeting of the sub-committee, Mr. 
Gordon of Newton moved, and it was unanimously agreed, 
"that the members of the business committee should use 
their utmost endeavours to raise privately the amount of 
£35 required to meet the arrears of annual payments struck 
off as irrecoverable and the outstanding liabilities of the 
club. Mr. Gordon further moved "that in the future the 
premiums ofFered be reduced by one half, and that the 
strictest economy be observed in the arrangement for the 
annual dinner." 

The question of reducing the tenant farmers' subscription 
to 10s. without prejudice to the existing scale of subscription 
as regards proprietors and others was discussed, but dis- 
missed after due consideration, the finding of the meeting 
being that "a reduction of the subscription would not be 
likely to advance the financial interests, while it would 
totally change the constitution of the club." 

At the close of the meeting the sum of £9 was subscribed 
to the supplementary fund, which was later augmented to 
a degree sufficient to justify the carrying on of the work as 
in time past. 

In 1890, the parishes of Clatt and Kennethmont being 
joined to the Garioch district in respect of the roadways, 
Colonel Leith-Hay of Leith-Hall moved, and Mr. Gordon of 
Knockespock seconded, "that said arrangement including 
these parishes in the Garioch be approved of, and that 
farmers and others resident in said parishes have equal 
facilities and privileges to exhibit stock at the club's shows 
on paying entry money and on joining as members." 

Here we have a typical example of the spirit and ex- 
perience of this "farmer club." Colonel Leith-Hay, to 
whom the greater part of the parish of Kennethmont and 

E 
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part of the parish of Clatt belonged, makes a motion which 
.touches nearly the interests of the tenant farmers in that 
district, and the motion is seconded by Mr. Gordon of 
Knockespock, to whom the greater part of the parish of 
Clatt belongs. 

So has it ever been in this old club — the proprietor 
working through the club for the interests of the tenants 
in his own neighbourhood. And in this case, as all through 
the history of the club, the tenants loyally responded, the 
parishes of Clatt and Kennethmont furnishing useful mem- 
bers and successful exhibitors from that date onwards. 

The original constitution of the club, and the fact that 
different interests were represented in its membership, 
rendered it expedient that political and controversial ques- 
tions should be eschewed by this society, and early in its 
history a rule to that effect was adopted. So strictly was it 
adhered to, that an unintentional infringement of it caused 
no little commotion in the ranks of the members. On the 
13th of April, 1844, a letter was addressed to the sederunt of 
that day by Mr. Forbes of Blackford, to the effect that he 
desired to withdraw his name as a member of the club 
" in consequence of an advertisement which had appeared 
in the newspapers, calling a meeting of the members in 
regard to a subject which he considered to be political." 
Mr. Leslie of Warthill, as preses, stated that he had " neither 
directly nor indirectly been accessory to the advertisement 
in question, and had expressed his dissent to such meeting 
being held, and proposed that it should be minuted that the 
club disclaimed any participation in the matter; and, further, 
that the rules should be rigidly adhered to in all time 
coming," which was unanimously agreed to. It is further 
stated that there was but one opinion at the meeting, 
namely, that an irregularity had been committed, but, at 
the same time, they were disposed to believe that the 
gentleman who had originated the matter had proceeded 
in ignorance of the regulations. 

From time to time throughout the century, communi- 
cations regarding matters then on the political carpet 
calculated to influence materially the interests of agriculture 
have been addressed to the Garioch Farmer Club by sister 
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societies. With but very rare exceptions, the club, in terms 
of its constitution, found itself debarred from dealing with 
these matters. 

But on one occasion, however, it took prompt action, 
addressing itself directly to the Privy Council instead of 
sending a deputation to the general meeting in Edinburgh 
as requested in the circular received from the Edinburgh, 
Agricultural Association. The vexed question which then 
disturbed the agricultural mind and the political horizon 
was the importation of foreign cattle, and the club 
" memorialised the Privy Council to the effect that no live 
cattle be imported into the country from other countries 
infected with contagious disease," the memorial being 
addresed to Lord Carlingford, Lord President of the 
Privy Council. 

In later years the Garioch Farmer Club has, like 
almost all such societies, settled down to a fairly regular 
programme of work, dealing almost exclusively with the 
annual show. 

The competitions under the auspices of the club outside 
the showyard have been few in number. The first was held 
in 1898, when the Permanent Nitrate Committee placed at 
the disposal of the club the sum of £10, to be ofFered as 
prizes for the best three acres of turnips grown with nitrate 
of soda along with farmyard manure. The successful com- 
petitors were — George Young, Greenhall; W. A. Mitchell, 
Auchnagathle ; and George A. Bruce, Inschfield. In the two 
succeeding years, similar competitions under the Sulphate 
of Ammonia Committee were arranged for, the successful 
competitors in these being George A. Bruce, Inschfield; 
John Milne, Mains of Williamstone ; James Stephen, 
Conglass (1890) ; and James Stephen, Conglass ; William 
Chrystall, Johnstone of Leslie, and John Milne, Mains of 
Williamstone (1891). 

These competitions were intended to prove the value of 
the manures used, and to test their suitability to the soil 
of the district, but, owing to the very varying nature of the 
seasons, the results could not be accepted as conclusive. 

An interesting item in the work of the club in the year 
1904 was a competition occasioned by an offer of £10 to 

E 2 
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be distributed as premiums " to encourage the growth of 
crops not common in the north." The money was the gift 
of Mr. John Horn, Stockport, a native of the parish of 
Insch, who, having crossed the border early in life and 
seen crops grown to profit in England which he had never 
seen tried in the North, desired to stimulate enterprise and 
encourage departure from the common rut among northern 
farmers. 

For this competition, eight farmers originally entered, 
but five of these subsequently withdrew, because of the 
failure of the crops they had sown, owing either to the 
extremely dull summer or to their being unsuited to our 
north-eastern soil and climate. 

An inspection of the remaining lots was made in 
November by James Durno, Jackston, and John Milne, 
Chemical Works, Dyce, whose exhaustive report was 
published in full in the daily press. As the result of 
their adjudication, Peter Bruce, Myreton, was awarded 
the first prize of £5 for a crop of mangols, the remaining 
£5 being equally divided between John A. Cooper of 
Dunnydeer, and George A. Bruce, Inschfield, whose crops 
— both of them having chosen Lucerne — could hardly be 
placed, not being fully matured till the second year of their 
growth. 

Two years later, Mr. Horn renewed his offer to put £10 
at the disposal of the club, to be given as premiums for 
whatever kind of competition was in the opinion of the 
committee best calculated " to make the farmers use their 
brains." At the same time, Mr. Horn expressed an opinion 
that sugar beet could be successfully grown in Aberdeen- 
shire, and recommended that it should be tried. 

The competition was, however, arranged for with no 
restriction to crops, anything whatever that was new to 
the district, and calculated to prove a benefit to the farmer 
being eligible for entry. On this occasion there were only 
two entrants, both of whom acted on Mr. Horn's own 
suggestion and tried sugar beet, each, however, making a 
second entry of a different kind. 

Mr. John Milne, Chemical Works, Dyce, who was asked 
to inspect and report on the various entries, found that the 
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weight of the sugar beet grown by James Durno, at Jackston, 
and by George A. Bruce, at Inschfield, compared favourably 
with crops grown on the Continent. It seemed to him, there- 
fore, that if we had summers as warm as those of 1904 and 
1905, sugar beet could be successfully grown in the north of 
Scotland, but that the success might not be so great in a 
cold, wet year. The beet grown at Jackston was analysed 
by Mr. Hendrick, Aberdeen College of Agriculture; that 
grown at Inschfield, by Mr. Stein, of Liverpool, who had it 
tested with other British and German-grown beet, when 
it was fonnd that it compared favourably, in weight and 
quality, with beet grown on the Continent. 

After having gone exhaustively into the matter, Mr. 
Milne summed up his very able report in the following 
terms : — " We could, without much difficulty, grow all our 
own sugar, if we are not too lazy to take up its proper 
cultivation, or too poor to build factories for its manufacture. 
Yet, much of our land is uncultivated or run into poor 
pasture, and the flower of our peasantry have to emigrate. 
If our Government would give a subsidy to build the first 
up-to-date factory, or remit the duty on British-grown 
sugar for ten years, it would give this industry a chance 
of success." 

Mr. Durno's second entry was a crop of carrots which 
had proved profitable, and the weeding of which had given 
employment to the spare farm hands between sowing and 
hoeing of turnips. 

Mr. Bruce's second entry was what Mr. Milne termed 
an " ingenious device for roping down the thatch of 
corn-stacks." Knitted with cocoa cord in the slack season, 
nets were made to fit the stacks, and could be easily and 
quickly tied on, causing great saving of time in the busy 
harvest season. 

Summing up his judgment in this rather unusual 
competition, Mr. Milne said he thought it fair to divide the 
prize of £10 between the two entrants in equal sums, both 
having been diligent in experimenting with crops and 
methods likely to prove useful to the farmer. 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Business Conveners and Secretaries of 
THE Club. 

Few associations of the kind can boast of such records of 
service as can the Garioch Farmer Club. The honours, 
by rule never departed from, have been passed on from 
year to year. 

From the institution of the club, in 1808, to 1870, the 
president and vice-president held office from August to 
April, and from April to August — from one general meeting 
to the next. At the meeting on 5th August, 1871, it was 
dfecided that the office-bearers should thereafter hold office 
for twelve months. Under the new regime, William Leslie 
of Warthill was chosen the first president, and Alexander 
Morison Gordon of Newton the first vice-president, the 
stewards appointed the same day being George Philip, 
Boynds, and George Cruickshank, Comisty. 

The practical work of the club, however, has been carried 
on throughout its history with remarkably few changes of 
officials. 

In its conveners of the standing or business committee, 
on whom so much depends, and in its secretaries, on whom 
has fallen the active work, and to whom we are indebted for 
the preservation of its history, the club has been especially 
fortunate. 

Of the conveners, William Leslie of Warthill* was the 
first, and to the duties appertaining to the position he 
devoted himself with zealous care. He died in 1857, 
having been for forty-nine years a leading member of the 
Garioch Farmer Club. 

In Dr. Thomas Thomson, Inverurie, the club found a 
most enthusiastic business convener. He joined the club 
in 1824, and from the first took an active part in its enter- 

* " A leading agriculturist in the Garioch, who took considerable part in the 
affairs of the county." 
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prise, being seldom, if ever, absent from a. meeting. From; 
1842 to 1870 he acted as convener of the business committee, 
and died in harness, having been forty-six years a member 
of the club. For one year Mr. Horn of Pitmedden held the 
reins, but in August, 1871, William Leslie of Warthill (M.P. 
for Aberdeenshire, 1860-66) was unanimously appointed to 
the office, which he filled with conspicuous ability for eight 
years. Upon his death, in March, 1880, at the suggestion of 
Walter Scott, Glendronach, the sense of loss sustained by 
the club through his death was minuted. He had been thirty- 
seven years a member, and the minute referred to declares 
that " Mr. Leslie's business talents, gentlemanly manners, 
obliging disposition, and attention to the duties of the 
convenership, tended much to promote the interests and 
facilitate the business of the club, as well as to secure the 
entire approbation of the various members." This was 
that William Leslie who, on his return from China in 
1848, bought the estate of Drumrossie, to which his aged 
father soon thereafter retired, giving up Warthill to his son. 
Mr. Leslie then added the beautiful new wing to Warthill 
House which so much enhances its appearance. He was the 
eleventh Laird of Warthill in direct succession from William 
Leslie, second son of the second Baron of Wardes (Ward- 
house), who married Janet Cruickshank, the heiress of 
Warthill (1518). William and Janet Leslie had in all 
twenty-one children, sixteen of whom married; and at the 
wedding of the sixteenth, when there were thirty-four of 
their children and grandchildren present, " the old couple 
danced with the rest." After his death his widow, then over 
sixty years of age, and the mother of twenty-one children, 
married again. 

The Leslie family have been in the Garioch since 1067, 
when they settled at Leslie in the reign of Malcolm Canmore, 
and built a castle where the present ruin stands. Since its 
inauguration, the Garioch Farmer Glub — and the agriculture 
of the county — have owed much to the Warthill branch of 
the family, now the representatives in the Garioch of the 
male line of the original Leslies. Ever in the front rank of 
every forward movement, they spurred the members of the 
club to action, and did much to establish the position of the 
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Garioch in the agricultural world. Even in its latest de- 
velopment the club has been under great obligation to the 
house of Warthill in the person of Mrs. Leslie, to whom they 
have owed the privilege of holding the annual show at Drum- 
rossie, in the most ideal showground in the county — if not 
in the country — a privilege which has been generously 
granted for the centenary show by the present tenants. 

Upon the resignation of William Leslie through failing 
health in 1878, Alexander Morison Gordon of Newton was 
unanimously chosen to take his place at the helm of afFairs. 
It would be superfluous to point out what Mr. Gordon has 
done for the club since then. His unswerving devotion to 
duty in the control of public afi'airs is known to all, and to 
the work incidental to the convenership of the club business 
committee not only duty, but an interest born in early 
childhood and nurtured through youth and manhood have 
impelled him. He has steered the society through varying 
tides of fortune, and has been rejoiced to see her crest the 
billow of financial difficulty which more than once has 
threatened to overwhelm her. 

In its secretaries the club has been equally fortunate, as 
the sederunt books abundantly testify. Since the first entry 
in the first book made on the 12th day of July, 1808, not the 
record of a single meeting is wanting. The neat caligraphy, 
the absence of blot or erasure, the careful preservation of 
the records bear evidence that the work has been undertaken 
in no grudging spirit. 

Mr. David Smith, who was appointed to the position on 
the inauguration of the society, held office for only four 
years. He was schoolmaster at Oyne, and the minutes 
record that "the whole members bein'g satisfied with the 
personal security of Mr. Smith as secretary and treasurer, 
required no security from him." A like confidence has been 
displayed by the club in ail its secretaries, the stipulated 
surety never having been demanded from any one of 
them. 

After four years' service, Mr. Smith, " being purposed to 
leave this corner," resigned office, to the expressed regret of 
the members, who, in proof of their appreciation of his 
services to the club, unanimously elected him an honorary 
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member. The next show, we find, proved attraction sufficient 
to induce him to revisit " this corner." 

Rev. John Shand, schoolmaster at Premnay, and after- 
wards at Oyne, was next chosen secretary and treasurer, in 
which capacity he served the club faithfully and well for the 
long period of fifty-four years. Like Dr. Thomson, he seems 
to have died in harness. He never resigned office ; the last 
minute during his life-time is in his own handwriting, and 
dated 28th April, 1866. The next, dated 29th September of 
the same year, in the handwriting of his successor, states 
that the meeting, "in consequence of the death of Mr. Shand, 
who discharged the duties in a correct and satisfactory 
manner for the long period of 54 years, proceeded to the 
election of a new secretary and treasurer." Four years 
before, his jubilee in office was celebrated by the club, when, 
on the motion of Sir James Elphinstone, seconded by Mr. 
Leslie of Warthill, and unanimously agreed to, £25 were 
allotted from the funds "and laid out in a piece of plate to be 
presented to Mr. Shand as a testimonial of the regard and 
respect entertained for him personally, and as a small mark 
of their sense of his merit as secretary." 

On accepting office he had received from Mr. Smith 
£16 Is. 6d., the balance in hand of the club's funds, and at 
the date of his death the favourable balance stood at 
£106 8s. 3d. 

His successor, William Home,, Westerton of Pitmedden, 
also remained in office during an extended period of over 
thirty years, tendering his resignation in December, 1897, 
when he began to feel that the infirmities of old age rendered 
him less able for the duties of the position. Like both his 
predecessors in office, he had his home in the parish of Oyne, 
where he had been brought up, and where in the course of 
his long life he leased successively the farms of Mill of 
Garden, Little Westhall, Fielding, Westerton of Petmathen, 
and, lastly, Newton of Ardoyne. He was a Justice of Peace 
for the county, and took a leading part in the public affairs 
of his native parish. Any one who has seen the minutes of 
the Garioch Farmer Club as kept by his hand— every page of 
which might serve as a copy for the use of H.M. Inspectors 
of Schools — will readily understand that for all offices where 
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clerical work was of chief importance, his services were 
eagerly sought after. He was clerk and treasurer of the 
School Board from the date of the inauguration of the 
School Board system, and fulfilled the duties of these offices 
till within a short time of his death, at the ripe age of eighty- 
one years. In the course of his church life he had been 
treasurer to the deacons' court, elder, and session - clerk. 
Gifted with mental endowments of no mean order, and 
possessed of a good capacity and aptitude for business, he 
was also a general favourite in social life, his pawky humour 
and genial disposition securing him a welcome wherever his 
business or his inclination led him. 

The present secretary, George A. Bruce, Inschfield, 
Insch, unlike his predecessors in office, was chosen from 
the ranks of the members of the club. In August, 1891, 
he had been admitted on the motion of Colonel Leith-Hay 
of Leith-Hall, seconded by the Marquis of Huntly, before 
which time he had been an exhibitor at its annual shows. 
The following year, he was appointed a member of a show 
sub-committee at the June meeting, and in August of the 
same year, a member of the business committee, in which 
position he took an active part in the work of the club. He 
was therefore no stranger to the routine of the business, 
when in 1897, on Mr. Home's resignation, he was unani- 
mously chosen to fill the vacant post of secretary and 
treasurer. 

On his accepting office, " it was resolved that intimation 
of Mr. Bruce's appointment be made to the North of 
Scotland Bank agent at Insch, who is hereby authorised to 
honour the drafts of the said Mr. Bruce upon the club's 
account current with the said bank." But alas ! the balance 
was on the wrong side ! 

The first work, therefore, which fell to the hand of the 
new secretary was to raise a sufficient sum to meet the 
liabilities of the club, and put it on a sound financial basis. 
A special subscription list was opened* £20 being raised in 
this way during the first year. 

For many years, the unsuitability of the old site on the' 
Market Stance for a modern show had been felt to be a 
great hindrance to the prosperity of the club, and the 
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committee being at this time fortunate enough to obtain 
the privilege of holding the annual show in the field 
graciously granted by Mrs. Leslie of Drumrossie, great 
impetus was given to the club. This excellent showground, 
within the policies of Drumrossie House, Mrs. Leslie wrote, 
"it gives me particular pleasure to grant for the use of 
the Garioch Farmer Club, in which the family to which I 
belong has always taken such an enthusiastic interest." 

The first show after the change in the secretaryship was 
therefore held under new and greatly improved conditions. 
From one of the most uninviting showyards it were possible 
to find, the Garioch Farmer Club found itself transferred 
to one which could not be surpassed for suitability* to its 
purpose, and the natural beauty of which it would be hard 
to excel. 

The regulations of the club were revised and brought up 
to date without altering the original constitution peculiar 
to the club. New sections were added to the schedule, 
including sheep, pigs, and dairy produce. Classes for 
crofters paying less than £30 in rent were opened, and a 
programme of sports organized for the afternoon of the 
show day. The Oakband Band of boy pipers was engaged 
to supply music during the afternoon, and refreshments 
were provided on the field, where the club luncheon was 
also served in a marquee. The entries rose from 169 in 
1897 to 410 in 1898, exclusive of sports, and the gate money 
from £12 6s. 6d. to £29 15s. 3d., with the result that at the 
end of the financial year the debit balance gave place to a 
credit balance of £38 9s. As year succeeded year, each 
added to the filling coffers, till, in 1901, there lay in the 
North of Scotland Bank £118 to the credit of the club. 

Mr. Gordon of Newton thereupon pi^oposed that, seeing 
they were now prepared to face a rainy day, the premiums 
should be increased. The club had, he said, no desire to 
store up money beyond a sufficient sum wherewith to 
meet the exigencies which must of necessity arise in the 
carrying on of any society whose income was of such an 
unavoidably fluctuating nature. 

The premiums were accordingly increased^ and another 
new departure made in the introduction of a new division 
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for tenants paying from £20 to £60 of annual rent, the limit 
as regards rent in the case of crofters being thereupon 
reduced from £30 to £20. 

For special prizes, all paying rents up to £60 were 
eligible to enter, a championship being each year competed 
for in both the cattle and the horse sections. The winners 
of the secretary's challenge cup for the best animal in the 
cattle classes, bred and owned by a tenant paying not more 
than £60 of annual rent, have been : — George Mennie, 
Eastertown (1902); Alex. Redford, North Boddam (1903); 
James Shepherd, Brindy (1904) ; Messrs. Bisset, Westside 
(1905) ; James Shepherd, Brindy (1906) ; and George Mennie, 
Eastertown (1907). The winners of the special prize for 
the best animal in the horse sections have been : — George 
Mennie, Eastertown (1902) ; James Harper, Boghead (1903); 
George Mennie, Eastertown (1904 and 1905) ; William Leslie, 
West Craigieford (1906) ; and George Mennie, Eastertown 
(1907). It will be noted that both in 1902 and in 1907 the best 
animal in each of the sections belonged to George Mennie, 
Eastertown, an exhibitor whose name appears also in the 
prize lists where competition is unrestricted by a rent limit. 
The committee began the year feeling that they would be 
justified in spending their income, and they hit very near the 
mark, for at its close the balance stood at one penny to the 
good. 

In 1907 the club unhappily was under the necessity of 
finding another showground, Drumrossie being let, and the 
tenants unable to grant the use of the field wherein the show 
was formerly held. Provost Dawson kindly came to the 
rescue and offered a field on his farm at Newton of Rothney, 
but the rotation of crops prevented its being granted a 
second year, even if it had been considered suitable for the 
centenary show. The club and the community at large 
appreciate the more heartily the kindness of the Misses 
Duguid in placing the favourite ground at the disposal of 
the committee for the special centenary celebration show. 

The committee appointed in December last to carry 
through the arrangements for the celebration of the 
centenary of the institution of the club, consisting of C. E. 
N Leith-Hay of Leith-Hall, Captain A. T. Gordon, Yr., of 
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Newton ; John A. Cooper of Dunnydeer ; W. F. G. Dawson, 
Insch ; James Durno, Jackston ; P. C. Ironside, Insch ; 
William Chrystall, Johnstone ; James Stephen, Conglass ; 
Peter Bruce, Myreton ; and the secretary, have been hard 
at work, and everything has been done to make the centenary 
celebrations worthy of the traditions of the club. 

A special centenary prize fund was opened at the annual 
general meeting in February, to which about £30 had been 
contributed before the members took their departure. To 
this fund the Highland and Agricultural Society gave a 
donation of £25, and friends native to and connected with 
the district, resident in many quarters at home and abroad, 
have brought the total to over £100. 

Through this handsome addition to its resources the 
club has been enabled to issue a prize schedule prepared 
on a scale hitherto never attempted, although the list of 
sections has yearly increased. The schedule for the last 
show, held on the Market Stance, comprised 26 sections, 
and the money offered in premiums amounted to £27 3s. 6d. 
In the schedule issued for the forthcoming show there are 
109 sections, and the premiums amount to £162 13s. 6d., 
inclusive of a special centenary medal to be offered in each 
of the 15 divisions of the show, but exclusive of silver plate. 

The famous brass band of the Highland Division, Royal 
Engineers, under Bandmaster Stavert, and the Oakbank 
Band of boy pipers have been engaged to supply music. 

A feature of the sports will be the members' race, for 
which every member of the Garioch Farmer Club is eligible, 
each to be given one yard of a start for every year he has 
been a member of the club, and the winner to be awarded 
one of the centenary medals. 

The club dinner will be served in the Public Hall, Insch, 
at 4.30 p.m., over which the president, A. M. Gordon of 
Newton, will preside. The croupiers will be W. A. Mitchell, 
Auchnagathle, and Peter Bruce, Myreton, the two oldest 
members. The dinner will be purveyed by Mr. Williamson 
of the Commercial Hotel, the habit being to have the dinner 
purveyed by Mr. Williamson and Mr. Haddon of the Station 
Hotel alternately, both being members of the club. 

The glasses placed on the table for the use of the chair- 
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man and croupiers will form a link between the jubilee and 
the centenary celebrations, having belonged to Mr. Cooper, 
vintner in Pitmachie, by whom the dinner was supplied 
during a long period of the club's existence, and at whose 
sale Mr. Williamson procured them. 

Long after the club had removed its headquarters to 
Insch, Mr. Cooper continued an enthusiastic member, 
attending the meetings and taking his share in the active 
work. 

William A. Mitchell, the vice-president, is the father of 
the club and has now been a member for 43 years, having 
joined in 1865. The family to which he belongs has a very 
old connection with the district, having held the farm of 
Auchnagathle at least since 1740, and probably a good deal 
longer. The earliest record, which goes back to 1740, 
discloses the rent of Auchnagathle at that time to have been 
50 pounds Scots; and that of the farm of Brindy, which the 
Mr. Mitchell of that day also held, 100 merks. The arable 
land on the former is supposed to have amounted to about 
30 acres. Three meanings are given to the Gaelic word 
Auchnagathle — field of beauty, field exposed to wind, and 
field of Gathellius. Gathellius is a traditional local chief, 
but whether such a person ever existed it would be difficult 
to prove. At any rate the grandfather of the present tenant 
of the farm used for the hearth a large stone which he took 
from the top of a mound above the steading, supposed to be 
the chief's grave. 

The present tenant, however, considers the second 
meaning given to the word the most appropriate. 

The father of the present occupier founded a shorthorn 
herd very soon after the "great intruder" had become a 
recognised factor in the cattle history of the county. At 
Auchnagathle the Juno and Hawthorn families were founded, 
cattle famed for their quality of flesh and fineness of bone. 
Mr. Mitchell's first stock bull, a Sittyton yearling, cost him 
£35, and when his neighbours heard his price they concluded 
that Auchnagathle "maun be gey flush o' siller to be peyin' 
sic a price for a bull." What would these worthy fathers 
have thought of the prices some men have paid for short- 
horns since the dawn of the twentieth century? 
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Mr. Mitchell's home being distant from the showyard, 
and the long steep hill of Brindy lying between, his cattle 
have been seen there less frequently than they otherwise 
might have been. In the seventies the Auchnagathle herd 
secured many trophies in both Scotch and English show- 
yards, but in 1879 the greater part of the herd was sold, 
since when Mr. Mitchell has shown only on rare occasions, 
his place in the showyards of the country being far more 
often that of judge than exhibitor. 

Peter Bruce, Myreton, the second oldest member of the 
Garioch Farmer Club, also belongs to an old Aberdeenshire 
agricultural family, his grandfather having in 1795 entered 
the farm of Heatherwick, where the oldest existent shorthorn 
herd in the county now is. In the early days of his connec- 
tion with the club, Mr. Bruce himself was the owner of a 
very promising herd, which he had the misfortune to lose 
through the "pleuro" regulations. One of the cows being 
proved to suffer from "pleuro," the slaughter of the whole 
herd was ordered, and on the order being carried out it was 
found that the case spotted — a bought-in cow — was the only 
one affected. As has ali'eady been said, Mr. Bruce has been 
a prominent prize-winner in all the sections of .the club show 
where he is eligible to compete. After these two, the oldest 
members of to-day are the President, A. M. Gordon of 
Newton; Captain Forbes Gordon of Rayne, Major Leith of 
Petmathen, James Durno, Jackston; The Earl of Aberdeen, 
Colonel Smith, Insch; and the Earl of Kintore. 

Among those to whom has been entrusted the adjudica- 
tion at the shows of the Garioch Farmer Club are many 
names outstanding in the history of Scotch agriculture. 
Amos Cruickshank and Sylvester Campbell, both of whom 
were members and often acted as judges, have left an 
undying record, as also William M'Combie, who judged 
for the club on several occasions, but never joined the 
ranks of its members. James Reid, Greystone, Alford, 
who is said to have been "as good a judge of a beast as 
the north country ever had," was another very often fixed 
upon. In the early years, three or four judges were 
appointed, and to all alike fell the adjudication throughout 
the showyard. Later, the men who judged the cattle were 
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chosen as specially fitted for that part of the work, and 
judges for all the other classes were chosen in the same 
way. Since then the services of the leading authorities in 
each division have generally been obtained, the name most 
often found in the later records being that of William 
Duthie, " the shorthorn king." 

The Garioch Farmer Club early adopted the modern 
system of "single judging," and the judges for the centenary 
show are so chosen. The ladies and gentlemen who have 
agreed to act in this capacity are : — 

Cattle — 

Shorthorn and Breeding Cross — James M'William, Garbity. 

Aberdeen-Angus and Feeding Cross — George Cran, Morlich. 
Horses — 

Clydesdales (i1/a/«)— William Clark, Netherlea, Cathcart. 
Do. {Females) — William Taylor, Park Mains, Renfrew. 

Roadsters — Alexander Munro, City Stables, Elgin. 
Sheep, Pigs, Poultry, and Rabbits — John Cran, Keith. 
Classes under £60 Rent — James Durno, Jackston. 
Dairy Produce — 

Honey, etc. — Mrs. Sanders Spencer, Holywell Croft, St. Ives, 
Hunts. 

Cookery — Miss Ross, Cookery Instructress, Aberdeen. 

Butter, Cheese, etc. — Councillor Wallace, Aberdeen. 

Horse-shoeing — William Marshall, M.R.C.V.S., Aberdeen. 

Net-setting and Sfieep-penning — James G. Stephen, Conglass, and 
Robert Anderson of Fingask. 

Sports — William Parkin Moore of Whitehall, Cumberland. 





Amos Cruickshank, Sittyton. 



William MCombie, Tillyfour. 




}U/ t^jH'i'nil jirnii U^i"n of " Ah'! nh I'll, Jov/nviK' 
William Duthle, Collynie. 




Bij spirlal pmnissiMi (if " S,;,tthh Fnnnn: 
SylTester Campbell, Kinellar. 



Noted Breeders who have been Members of the Club and Judges at its Sh 



ows. 



CONCLUSION. 

The nineteenth century, throughout which we have traced 
the work of the Garioch Farmer Club, has seen changes, 
many and great, in the agricultural arena. 

It has seen the primitive flail superseded by the threshing 
machine, which has been driven in turn by horse, water 
steam, and motor power. It has seen the " heuk" give place 
to the scythe, the scythe to the reaper, and the reaper to the 
binder. Many a waste moor and barren hillside of 1808 
to-day presents a smiling field of waving corn. In no 
small measure is this pleasing transformation due to the 
stimulus given to individual enterprise by this and kindred 
associations. 

Although the Garioch Farmer Club has from first to last 
resolutely set its face against intermeddling in matters at all 
calculated to raise controversy and dissension, even when 
such matters possess an intimate bearing on the agricultural 
situation, it has been ever ready to further every worthy 
effort, by whomsoever initiated, on behalf of the agricultural 
mterest. 

If in its later history the club seems to have been lacking 
in enterprise other than that called forth in connection with 
the annual show, the reason is not far to seek. 

"The old order changeth, yielding place to new." The 
whole question of the promotion and advancement of the 
science and practice of agriculture has been lifted from a 
local to a national platform — even if the Government has 
been slow to receive it — and propaganda work can now be 
far more efficiently carried out in another sphere than that 
of the local agricultural society. 

The agricultural colleges are now the recognised mediums 
for the carrying on of all such enterprise, and the necessity 
for its local adoption now no longer exists. There is, never- 
theless, ample room for the farmers' club. Science and 
practice must ever go hand-in-hand, and although the 
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creating and sustaining of interest in the advancement of 
agriculture falls less to the local association than heretofore, 
the local association still has its part to play. Without the 
co-operation of the practical farmer, the college of agri- 
cultural science must needs fail in its mission. 

The Garioch Farmer Club has accepted the changed 
situation, and in its ranks are to be found some of the best 
friends and most willing helpers of the Aberdeen and North 
of Scotland College of Agriculture, to which the club did 
signal service when, in the person of its gifted business 
convener, Mr. Gordon of Newton, it provided the Governors 
of the College with a chairman of outstanding ability. 

"He that loseth his life shall find it." In thus giving out 
of itself the club has but added to its own resources. It has 
never possessed more strength and vitality nor promised 
more life and vigour than in this its centenary year. 



Hberdeen ana norti) of Scotlatia 
College or jisricuituret 

MARISCHAL COLLEGE. 

>■*-< 

COURSES OF STUDY. 

1. Three Years' Degree course, qualifying for the B.Sc. (Agr.) 

Degree of Aberdeen University, and providing tuition 
for the N.D.A. (National Diploma in Agriculture). 

2. University Diploma Course, extending over two winters, 

and leaving the summer free for farm work. 

3. Selected Agricultural Classes for one winter. 

4. Farmers' Four Weeks' Course in January and February 

of each year. (Free to pupils residing in the Counties 
of Aberdeen, Banff, Kincardine, Elgin, Inverness, and 
Ross and Cromarty.) 

The period of the year chosen for this course will, it is hoped, allow of 
a considerable number of farmers, farmers' sons, and others, for whom these 
classes are intended, to leave home at a minimum of expense and inconvenience, 
in order to take advantage of the instruction offered. 

The instruction in all the classes will be thoroughly practical, and such as 
can be immediately turned to advantage by those who are actively engaged in 
farming and agricultural pursuits. 

Students from the Counties mentioned above, and the Burghs of Aberdeen, 
Banchory, Turriff, and Huntly, taking course No. 2, are entitled to the privilege 
of a special composition fee of ^^5 ss., and those not taking the full course are 
entitled to an abatement of one-third of the fees for the individual classes taken by 
them. 

Scholarships and Bursaries in connection with the above are awarded by the 
Governors to suitable students in the above-ipentioned Counties and Burghs. 

The educational schemes of the College are primarily arranged for the benefit 
of young men intending to farm, and by means of stock-judging, seed-testing, 
grain-judging, and butter-making classes, and excursions to farms and factories, the 
instruction of the class-room is linked with the practice of Agriculture as closely as 
the system will allow. 

A Prospectus, with full particulars of Classes, Fees, Scholarships, etc., may be 
obtained from the Secretary, County Buildings, Aberdeen, from whom also the 
College Reports on Field Experiments may be obtained. 
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GARIOCH FARMER CLUB, 1908. 
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Lists of Office-bearers, Members, and 
Prize-givers. 



Office-bearers, 1908. 



President. 
Alexander M. Gordon of Newton. 

Viee- President. 
William A. Mitchell, Auchnagathle. 

Stewards. 
Reginald W. H. Crawford-Leslie of Rothie. 
Captain A. T. Gordon, Yr., of Newton. 
W. F. Hoghton Haughton of Williamstone. 
Charles E. N. Leith-Hay of Rannes and Leith-Hall. 
James Morrison of Durno House. 
William Parkin Moore of Whitehall, Cumberland. 
George Smith of Pittodrie. 

Committee. 
Peter Bruce, Myreton, Insch. 
William Chrystall, Johnstone of Leslie. 
John A. Cooper of Dunnydeer. 
W. F. G. Dawson, Insch. 
James Durno, Jackston, Rothienorman. 
Captain A. T. Gordon, Yr., of Newton. 
P. C. Ironside, Insch. 

C. E. N. Leith-Hay of Rannes and Leith-Hall. 
James G. Stephen, Conglass, Inverurie. 

Secretary and Treasurer. 
George A. Bruce, Inschfield, Insch. 

Honorary Member. 
Mrs. Leslie of Drumrossie. 
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Members. 

1865 William A. Mitchell, Auchnagathle. 

1866 Peter Bruce, Myreton, Insch. 
1868 Alex. M. Gordon of Newton. 

1870 Major Thomas Leith of Petmathen. 
„ Colonel H. Lumsden of Pitcaple. 

1871 The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen. 
„ James Durno, Jackston. 

1872 John Smith, Greenhall Cottage, Insch. 

1873 The Right Hon. the Earl of Kintore. 

1874 Lord Forbes, Castle Forbes. 
„ H. G. Lumsden of Clova. 

187s Captain A. N. Forbes-Gordon of Rayne. 

„ Colonel Skene of Lethenty. 

1877 John A. Cooper of Dunnydeer. 

1881 Patrick Mitchell, M.D., Rayne. 

1882 Lord Leith of Fyvie, Fyvie Castle. 

1883 Captain H. Fellowes-Gordon of Knockespock, Clatt. 
„ Garden A. Duff of Hatton. 

1884 W. F. G. Dawson, North of Scotland and Town & County 

Bank, Insch. 

„ George Cruden, Advocate, Aberdeen. 

„ William Callander, Jericho. 

1885 William Smith, Advocate, Aberdeen. 

1887 Hon. Robert Farquharson of Finzean. 

1888 Sir Arthur H. Grant, Bart., of Monymusk. 
1890 George A. Bruce, Inschfield, Insch. 

1892 Lieutenant-Colonel Leith of Glenkindie. 

1893 Captain A. R. Grant, Yr., of Monymusk. 
„ Captain A. T. Gordon, Yr., of Newton. 

1894 Robert Sellar, Battlehill, Huntly. 

„ William Arbuthnot Leslie of Warthill. 

„ P. A. H. Grant of Druminnor. 

1895 Captain A. R. Leith, Yr., of Petmathen. 

1896 Archibald M'Kenzie, Coal Merchant, Aberdeen. 

1897 Disney Hay, Aberdeen. 

1898 Major-General Gordon, Culdrain. 
„ Mrs. Leith of Westhall. 

„ Charles E. N. Leith-Hay of Rannes and Leith-Hall. 

„ James Durno, Westertown of Warthill. 
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1898 J. & A. Cruickshahk, Tillymorgan. 

1899 William Cran, Gerrie, Drumblade. 
„ William Law, S.S.C, Elgin. 

„ George Young, Greenhall, Insch. 

„ A. D. Forbes-Gordon of Langley. 

„ Robert Harper, Mellanside, Culsalmond. 

1900 Rev. John Mack, Insch. 

„ W. L. Thomson, Chapelton of Leslie. 

„ Charles Haddon, Station Hotel, Insch. 

,, James G. Stephen, Conglass, Inverurie. 

„ William Chrystall, Johnstone of Leslie. 

„ P. C. Ironside, North of Scotland and Town & County Bank, 

Insch. 

„ John Milne, Mains of Williamstone, Insch. 

190 1 George L. Leith-Hay, London. 

„ W. S. Farquharson of Whitehouse. 

1902 John Horn, Stockport. 

1903 Slingsby W. Bethel of Blackford. 

1904 George Smith of Pittodrie. 

„ Harry Forbes, Muirton of Barra, Oldmeldrum. 

„ Charles Yule, Huntly. 

„ William Callander, Jun., Jericho, Culsalmond. 

„ James Farquharson, Scotston. 

1905 Reginald W. H. Crawford-Leslie of Rothie. 
„ Alexander Mennie, Auchleven. 

„ William Stewart, Earlsfield. 

,, Captain H. Lumsden of Balmedie. 

„ Alexander Horn, Epping, Essex. 

1906 George Rupert Arbuthnot Leslie, Warthill House. 
„ George W. Bruce, Myreton. 

„ Colonel Milne of Logic. 

„ A. P. F. Grant, Yr., of Druminnor. 

1907 William Parkin Moore of Whitehall, Cumberland. 
„ John Anderson, Bogs of Leslie. 

„ William Anderson, Saphock. 

„ William Williamson, Commercial Hotel Insch. 

„ Dr. Robert Wright, Insch. 

„ J. L. Cruickshank, Logie-Newton. 

1908 W. F. Hoghton Haughton of Williamstone. 
„ James Morrison, Durno House. 
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1908 Leslie Durno, Mains of Glack. 

William Philip, Boynds, Inverurie. 

John PetriCj Garlogie, Alford. 

Dr. George Cooper, London. 

J. William Durno, The Rowans, Insch. 

Allan M'Kenzie, Buckie. 

Alex. Johnstone, V.S., Rothienorman. 

W. A. Macdonald, Solicitor, Insch. 

George Allan, Wraes, Kennethmont. 

Charles Downie, Waterton, Insch. 

Alex. Keith, Insch. 

William Ritchie, Balcairn. 



Contributors to the Special Centenary Fund. 

Captain Brooke of Fairley. 

Dr. E. J. Bruce, North Leverton. 

Mr. Wm.' Callander, Jericho. 

Mr. R. W. H. Crawford Leslie of Rothie. 

Surgeon Davidson, H.M.S. " Tamar." 

Misses Duguid, Drumrossie. 

Mr. James Durno, Jackston. 

Captain Forbes-Gordon of Rayne. 

Mr. A. M. Gordon of Newton. 

Mrs. Gordon of Newton. 

Captain A. T. Gordon, Yr., of Newton. 

Major-General Gordon, Culdrain. 

Captain H. G. Fellowes Gordon of Knockespock. 

Mr. P. A. H. Grant of Druminnor. 

Mr. A. P. F. Grant, Yr., of Druminnor. 

Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland. 

Mr. W. F. Hoghton Haughton of Williamstone. 

Mrs. Hutchinson, Lockington Grange, Beverley, Yorks. 

Mr. George Innes, Johannesburg. 

Mrs. Leith of Westhall. 

Mr. C. E. N. Leith-Hay of Rannes and Leilh-Hall. 

Mrs. Leslie, 30 Onslow Square, London. 

Mrs. Lindsay, Egerton Gardens, London. 
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Colonel Lumsden of Pitcaple. 

Captain H. Lumsden of Balmedie. 

Messrs. Macdonald, Fraser, & Co., Perth. 

Mr. Archibald M'Kenzie, Aberdeen. 

Dr. John Mackie, Nottingham. 

Mr. A. A. Middleton, Kilmarnock. 

Mr. James Milne, Drumrossie, Manchester. 

Mr. John Murray, London. 

Mrs, Wm. Parkin Moore of Whitehall, Cumberland. 

Mr. Peter Scatterty, Roodepoort, Transvaal. 

Mr. George F. Sellar, Stonehaven. 

Mr. George Smith of Pittodrie. 

Mr. George Smith, Rose Villa, Belper. 

Mr. R. A. Smith, Toronto, Canada. 

Mr. William Smith, i Queen's Terrace, Aberdeen. 

Mr. Alexander L. Stephen, New York. 

Rev. William Thomson, Amsterdam. 

Mr. James Watt, Hazeldean, Insch. 

Miss Wilson, Queen Mary Avenue, Glasgow. 



Donors of Special Prizes. 

Aberdeen Commercial Company. 

Aberdeen Lime Company. 

Mr. William A. Allan, Newcastle- on-Tyne. 

Mr. James Argo, Crannabog. 

Mr. Henry Bartlett, Insch. 

Messrs. Brown & Poison, Paisley. 

Mr. George A. Bruce, Inschfield. 

Mr. George A. Butchart, Insch. 

Clydesdale Horse Society. 

Mr. John A. Cooper of Dunnydeer. 

Messrs. Cooper and Harper, Insch. 

Mr. John Crawford, Beith. 

Messrs. Cruickshank & M'Intyre, Aberdeen. 

Mr. James Davidson, Insch. 

Mr. J. W. Durno, Insch. 

Messrs. Glegg & Thomson, Aberdeen. 

Mr. A. M. Gordon of Newton. 
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Captain A. T. Gordon, Yr., of Newton. 

Mr. Charles Haddon, Insch. 

Mr. Alex. Keith, Insch. 

Mr. Wm. Law, S.S.C, Elgin. 

Mr. Wm. Law, Kirkton of Rayne. 

Mr. Adam M 'Donald, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Mr. J. Lyle M'Dougall, Kingsfield, Kintore. 

Mr. Alex.'M'Farlane, M.R.C.V.S., Insch. 

Mr. George M'Hattie, Keith. 

Mr. Allan D, Mackie, Insch. 

Messrs. John Milne & Co., Dyce. 

Mr. W. A. Mitchell, Auchnagathle. 

Mr. Alex. Mennie, Auchleven. 

Mr. George Moir, Vere Street, London. 

Messrs. George Murray & Son, Insch. 

Northern Agricultural Company, Aberdeen. 

North-Eastern Agricultural Co-operative Company, Aberdeen. 

North of Scotland Milling Company, Inverurie. 

Pig-Breeders Association. 

Mr. George M. Russell, Insch. 

Dr. John Russell, Burslem. 

Mr. James A. Saunders, Insch. 

Scottish Live Stock Insurance Company. 

Mr. Alex. Skinner, Newbigging, Culsalmond. 

Mr. Alex. Smith, Insch. 

Mr. William Smith, Aberdeen. 

Messrs. Smith & Son, Aberdeen. 

Joseph Thorley, Limited, King's Cross, London. 

Yorkshire Insurance Company. 

Mr. Alex. Watt, Insch. 

Mr. William Williamson, Insch. 

Mr. James M. Wilson, Insch. 
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NORTH- /m^^^ CO-OPERATIVE 

EASTERN l(^^^)§ ^^^'^^^' 

AGRICULTURAL ^^^# LIMITED. 



On the seal of this Society are the words " Unity is 
Strength," and the design is " A Horn of Plenty " — by unity 
and co-operation, farming can be made more profitable. In 
other countries the advantages of Agricultural Co-operation 
have been realised. In Scotland they are in process of 
realisation. Everyone knows that this Society has benefited 
all farmers in the North-East of Scotland by improving the 
quality and reducing the price of Manures, etc., all over. But 
there are two things which farmers should keep in view, 
namely: — (i) that in order to get the full and greater benefits 
they require to become members ; and (2) that the more each 
member deals with the Society, the better it is for all. 

The first year of the Society's trade was very good. The 
second year bids fair to double the first. The value given, 
as all farmers now know, is the best, and the prices are the 
lowest. 

We are still adding new members, and Forms of Appli- 
cation for Membership may be had on application to 

ROBERT KEMP, 

Manager, 
Imperial Place, Aberdeen. 



North-Eastern Agricultural Co-operative Society, Limited. 

Dealers in Grain, Seeds, Manures and Feeding Stuffs, 

Coals, Agricultural Implements, Binder Twine, 

and every requisite for the Farm. 

i^" if you want anything, ask us foi* it. 
Try our SPECIAL FEEDING CAKE. 

Cattle like it and fatten rapidly on it. For value it is unsurpassed. 

Telegrams— "Unity, Afierdeen." Teleplione No. 2222. 
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JOHN MILNE & CO., LTD., 

DYCE AND ABERDEEN, 
Manufacture and Sell at Reasonable Prices, 

FEEDING CAKES 

AND 

FEEDING MEALS 

Of the Very Best Quality. 



ONLY High-Class 

Manures and Fertilizers 

Scientifically Compounded and Carefully Prepared. 



NON=POISONOUS SHEEP DIP 



AND 



JOHN MILNE & CO., LTD., 

DYCE AND ABERDEEN. 
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THE 



Aberdeen Lime Company, Limited 



ESTABLISHED 1837. 



PURVEYORS BY SPECIAL ^^^i^i Lm rn H R H thf prinpf 

APPOINTMENT TO HIS MAJESTY ^^^^^^^^f^M OF WALES 



Chemical Manure jVIanafactapeps, 

Seed Crashers and Oil Hefineps. 




MANUFACTURERS OF THE WELL-KNOWN 
BRAND 

OILCAKE 



AND 



BOlVlBilY UNDEGOHTICflTED COTTON Cfll^E. 

ROYAL FEED CAKE— Highly Digestible, and 
Rich in Linseed Oil. 



A L DAIRY CAKE, "EXCELSIOR " Stock Condiment. 
LACO for Calves, " OVO " Poultry Feeding Meal, etc. 

TRIAL ORDERS ESTEEMED. 



CoAi. AND Lbivie: Bm porters. 



HIGHEST MARKET PRICES GIVEN FOR GRAIN. 



HEAD OFFICE AND WORKS— 



Provost Blaikie's Quay, Aberdeen 

A. T. M'ROBERT, Manager. 
Telegrams— "LIME, ABERDEEN." 
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New Aberdeenshire Turnip. 

SiqiTH'S CHALLENGER— Deep Golden Yellov. 

The most profitable variety ever introduced, as judged by Cropping power and 
chemical analysis. 

FIRST IN ORDER OF MERIT FOR FEEDING VALUE in the 
important experiments carried out by the Aberdeen College of Agriculture, 1903-04. 
See published report. Also awarded — 

FIRST and SECOND PRIZES, 1905, 

FIRST and SECOND PRIZES, 1906, 

SECOND and THIRD PRIZES, 1907, 

FIRST and THIRD PRIZES, 1908, 

Irfjhe Analysis Competition carried out under the auspices of the Royal Northern 

Agricultural Society, besides numerous First Prizes at leading Root Shows throughout 

the country. 

For full particulars see descriptive Catalogue, to be had, post free, on application. 

W. SMITH S> SON, 

Turnip Seed Growers, 

.x?x ABERDEEN. 



^J^H AT CAKE do you give your Animals ? 
If animals could speak they would ask for 



^^ ' i I ' J '"■JlMl^ 



Thorley'sf ^K^^ Cake, 



--^ p' 



Which is, without doubt, 
The Best General Cake in the Market. 



Experience has taught Feeders that Animals fed . on ThorLEy's 
Cake are finished off quicker, with a larger proportion of lean to 
fat, also a . larger percentage of carcase to gross live weight than 
when fed on any other cakes. 

Joseph Thorley, Ltd., King's Cross, London. 
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Finest Qualities of English and Scotch Coal imported direct from 

the Pits. 

Special keen quotations for wagon loads to any 
station, or delivered by motor or traction eng^ine. 



><» > < 



ARCHIBALD M'KENZIE, 

219 Market Street, Aberdeen. 



Branch Store at INSCH, 

JAMES WOOD, Agent. 
Telegrams— " M'Kenzie, Aberdeen." 

The North of Scotland Milling 
Company, Limited, 

Oatmeal, Rolled Oat, and Pearl Barley Manufacturers, 
Grain, Feeding Stuff, Coal, and Manure Merchants, 

OATS. BERE, and BARLEY Purchased, and FEEDING 
STUFFS, &c.. Sold at all our Mills and Stores. 



MILLS— Royal, Aberdeen. Port-Elphinstone. Lethenty. 
Ardtannes. Turriff. Insch. 

STORES— At local Railway Stations. 



HEAD OFFICE, INVERURIE N.B, 

Telegrama-" Oatmeal, Inverurie." Telephone — P.O. No. 18, Inverurie. 
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JAME5 DURNO, 

Jackstown, Rothienorman. 



ELECT Herd of Shorthorns containing many fine 
females of best Cruickshank strains and type, and 
invariably headed by sires of first-class breeding and 
quality. Over 1000 prizes have been directly gained by 
the Herd during last 25 years, and representatives have 
won championships in Scotland, England, Canada, and 
the United States. 



Inspection Cordially Invited. 



Inschfield Herd of Pedigreed Large White Pigs, 

Bred from Highland Society and Royal English Champions. 
Prizes gained In one season:— 

7 Champions, 15 Firsts, and 7 Seconds 

at Aberdeen, Elgin, Keith, Huntly, and Insch. 



Boars, Sows, and Selected Pigs for Breeding 
always for Sale. 



For Prices and Particulars apply to 

GEORGE A. BRUCE, 

INSCHFIELD, INSCH, 

eyCsX Aberdeenshire. 
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JQHIM RUSSELL * SOM, 

Merchants, INSCH. 



Ladies and Gentlemen will find our stock large and well selected. 

General List of our Departments, 

Giving some idea of the comprehensive character of our business. 



GENERAL. 

Dress Fabrics. 
Trimming^s. Silks. 
Costume Tweeds. 
Coats and Raincoats. 
Ladies' Outfitting-. 
Corsets and Skirts. 
Furs. Umbrellas. 
Blouses. Gloves. 
Millinery. 
Laces. Ribbons. 



HEAVIES. 

Wools and Hosiery. 
Calicoes. Flannelettes. 
Scotch Wincey. 
Prints. Muslins. 
Shirtings. Flannels. 
Linens, Bed and Table. 
Blankets. Quilts. 
Sheetings. Mattresses. 
Bedsteads. Furniture. 
Carpets. Linoleums. 



GENTS. 

Scotch Tweed. 
Harris Tweed. 
Shetland Tweed. 
Black and NavySerges. 
Shirts and Pyjamas. 
Scotch Hosiery. 
Hats and Caps. 
Travelling Rugs. 
Ready-mades. 
Bags and Tnmks. 



GROCERIES. IRO NIViONCERY. CH INA AND STONEWARE. 

Ladies* and Gent/s Tailoring, Dressmaking, 

Millinery* 

Tailoring in best styles, and faultless fit for Ladies and 
Gentlemen, at moderate prices. 

Dressmaking under skilful management, smart and well finished. 

Millinery — Latest ideas and becoming styles fresh as the seasons 
come round. 

Our business has not been built in a day. It has obtained and 
held its place in public esteem and confidence by its ever-increasing 
power to give the public what they want, when they want it, and at 
the lowest prices consistent with good quality. The premises are 
convenient and commodious, and well adapted for the requirements of 
the business. Even in shopping it is an undoubted advantage to be 
able to supply a large proportion of one's wants in one shop. 

The goods are arranged in sections so that selection and buying 
is made easy. 

Post Orders receive the same personal attention as when a 
customer is present to select. 

Scotch Goods are carefully selected and despatched to 
customers in the colonies and abroad. 



ADVBimSaMENTS. Wl 

JOHN SOUTER^ 

Carpenter, Cartwri^t, and Builder, 

George Street Steam Joinery Works, 



Estimates given for every defscriplidn of Joinery Work. 
Jobl>ing and Repmrs promptly executed. 
House Finishings of Firsi-rckss Quality. 

Mantelpieces a Speciality. 



Funeral Department carefully attended to. 



GENUINE SCOTCH 

ELLA \ -ESS UNDERWEAR. 

Do you give snfficiSnt thougbt t6 the choice of your underclothing? Are you 
giving up comfort for cheapness? Are you sacrificing durability to appearance? 
^an-Ess- Underwear for Ladies-, Gents., and Children is made of the best wool 
specially sdeeted with a view to comfort and wear. It is absolutely unshrinkable, and 
any garment that shrinks in washing will be replaced by us. It is made in weights 
for all seasons and climates. To be had from . . . 

JOHN RUSSELL & SON, Insoh. 



GEORGE GLENNIE, Rannes Street, 

INSCH. 



Contractor, 5later, and Cement Merchant. 



W. & R. CUMMINQ, 

Rannes Street, Insch. 



Contractor Builders. 
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STATION HOTEL. 

.^^ 

THIS old-established and well-known Hotel affords every eomfopt 
and oonvenienoe to Families, Tourists, and Commereial Gentle- 
men, combined with Moderate Charges. Excellent Cuisine and 
Wines. Horses and Carriages of every description for Hire, with 
careful drivers. Headquarters C.T.C. Boots attends all trains. 
CHARIES HADDON, Proprietor. 

INSCH— COMMERCIAL HOTEL— Close to all places o{ 
* business. Commercial Gentlemen and Tourists visiting the above Hotel will find 
it replete with every comfort and convenience, with first-class attendance. Large 
Hall for Public Dinners, Marriages, etc. Wines, Spirits, etc., of the finest quality. 
Charges strictly moderate. Hiring in all its branches. Capital Motor accommodation. 
Petrol and Inspection Pit close at hand. Telephone from Station to Hotel. Boots 
awaits all trains. WM. WILLIAMSON, Lessee. 

TEMPERANCE HOTEL, Insch 

(Close to Railway Station). 

TERMS MODERATE. Mrs. SHAND, Proprletrix. 

n A RIlTr'HADT Family Qrocer, Tea, Wine, and 
U. A. t3UH-nAKl, Spirit Mercliant, 

INSCH. 



Nothing but the finest goods kept in stock. Sole agency in the 
district for Cooper & Co.'s famed Teas. 

ALLAN D. MACKIE, '^***=and'opticiir"*'"' 



Always in stock Large Selection of Gold and Silver Medals, Silver and Electro Plate, 
suitable for Games and Show Prizes. Watch and Clock Repairs a Speciality. 

JOHN STEWART, 

General Merchant and Poultry Dealer, 

..jsx insch. 

Fresh Butter and Eggs daily from the beat farms in the district. Groceries of first-class aualitr. 

CHARLES WALKER, Merchant, 

Commerce Street, Insch. 
GROCERIES. -Hr^ REFRESHMENTS. 
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Clarnico Caramels 

In Id,, 3d., 6d., and Xs. Boxes. 

ADMITTEDLY THE CREAM OF SWEETMEATS. 

Clarnico Chocolates 

Id, and 2d. per Oz. 

DELICIOUS COMBINATIONS OP FRUIT CREAM AND CHOICE 

CHOCOLATE. 



CI 



arnico 



Butter Scotch 

In Id,, 3d., and 6d, Packets. 

A GENUINE OLD - FASHIONED TOFFEE. 



Look for the name ** Clarnico,'* 

We have a standard. 



CLARKE, NICKOLLS, & COOMBS, Ltd., 

VICTORIA PARK, LONDON. 
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URRAY & SON, 

Boot and Shoe Matters, 
COMMERCE STREET. INSCH. 

LJ AVE a look at our window in passing, and 
* * we are sure you will find something to 
suit your taste. We make a speciality of boots 
for farm work; also gamekeepem* and shepherds' 
boots — all home made. If you want your boots 
repaired, bring them here, no matter where you 
have bought them; we can do them neatly 
and promptly. 




J 



ames 



Honse Furnisher 

and Ironmonger, 

--(sX Commerce Street, Insch. 



Furniture of all kinds. 

Farmers' lronmons:ery and Joiners' Furnishings. 

Qrates, Ranges, etc., a Speciality. 

ESTIMATES GIVEN. 

about Hand -made T Weeds, 

Real Harris and Shetland Homespun Tweeds made entirely by cottagers on 
hand Jooms from the pnrest quality of Scotch wool. They are invaluable for holiday 
and sporting purposes, being rain-resisting and of a non-heat conducting nature, are 
most comfortable wear. Although Harris and Shetland Tweeds are hand-made, the 
former is rough and heavy in many designs and colourings, while the latter is extremely 
soft and light and produced in the natural colours of the wool. 

Choice collection of above and Real Shetland Wraps, fine White Lace Real 
Shetland Shawls, etc., on display. 

JOHN RUSSELL & SON, Ladies' and Gent.'s Tailor; Insch. 



ALEXANDER MENS IE, 

Baker and Confectioner, 
PREMNAY and INSCH. 



Bread, Biscuits, and Cakes in great variety and of best quality. 



Specially low quotations for 5cone Flour. 
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Robert F. Farquhar 

Chemist and Druggist, 

INSCH. 

}!0l^S£ fl^D GflTTliE IVIEDIGINES. 

VETERINARY SURGEONS' PRESCRIPTIONS 
careftiRy and promptly prepared at moderate charges. 

Vctednary Embrocaiion. 

Foot Rot Cure. 

Chapping Ointment. 

Cracked Heels Ointment. 
Scour Powders for Calves. 

Worm Powders for Horses. 

Constitution Powders for Horses. 

Carrie Liniment. 



SHEEP DIPS. 

FRANCIS MANSON, 

Contractor, Builder, etc., 

.^ INSCH. 
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THE YORKSHIRE INSURANCE 
COMPANY, Ltd. 



OLDEST 

(Established 1824). 

LARGEST 

(Income — 
;£643,i9i). 

WEALTHIEST 

(Reserves— 
£2,250,000). 



LIVE STOCK INSURANCE. 



Horses and CatUe— Death from 
Accident or Disease. 

In-Foal Mares and Foals— Short 
or Long Period Policies. 

Stallions— For Year or Season. 

Castration and Docking Risks. 

Transit Risks by Rail or Sea. 

Claims paid immediately. 

Note— Before insuring elsewhere, see 
the "Yorkshire " Prospectus for 
latest features. 



FIRE. 

LIFE. 

ACCIDENT. 

BURGLARY. 

FIDELITY. 

PLATE GLASS. 

FULL INDEMNITY 
POLICY FOR 

FARMERS AND 
LANDOWNERS. 



Head Office, 



St. Helens Square, York. 



Chairman — 
Right. Hon. LORD WENLOCK, K.C.B., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., Escrick Park, York. 

General Manager— ] AM^S HAMILTON. 

Superintendent, Live Stock Department — ^JAMES DALLAS. 



Chief Office for Scotland — 24 St. Vingent Place, 
Glasgow. 

D. MITCHELL, Resident Secretary. 



BRANCH OFFICES. 

Edinburgh— 41 GEORGE STREET. Dundee— 20 MEADOWSIDE. 

Aberdeen— 154 UNION STREET, 

Ooprespondenoe invited. Agents wanted. 

Prospectus and Full Information Post Free. 
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The Oldest Scottish Insurance Office. 

FOUNDED 1805. 

CALEDONIAN 

INSURANCE COY. 

Departments. 

LIFE. FIRE. 

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY. 

PERSONAL ACCIDENT. 

BURGLARY. 

ABERDEEN OFFICE— 132 Union Street 

ERSKINE M. AIRD, Secretary. 

JOHN MORRISON, 

Catpenter, INSCH, 



Paints, Varnish, Oils, and Picture Framing. 



Wreaths, Crosses, and Opal Tablets. 
Country Orders have Special Attention. 

Robert Brown, 

PHOTOGRAPHER. 

^X INVERURIE. 



The INSCH STUDIO is open every FRIDAY during 
the season. 
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Seottish Live Stock 

Insurance Company^ Kjmited. 

Head Ottilse, - TAY SXKI^X, PERTH. 



The only Scottish GTfhcB of the kind. 



CLAIMS PAID Nearly, - - £100,000. 
Horses and Cattle insured on Best Terms. 
Special Features in Foaling. 



Aberdeen Office:— 220 UNION STREET 

J. M. DUNN, District Manager. 

Agent: — 
A. J. M. TROUP, Ythan Grave, Insch. 

The Scottish Temperance Life (and Accident) 
Assurance Co., Ltd. 



All Depaxttnents of Life Assurance; Personal Accident Assurance. 

All Sickness-and-Accident Assurance (a permanent contract). 

House Pnrcliase Scheme, with Life Assurance. 



Send for Prospectus to ... . 

GEORGE M. RU&SELL, Merchant, Asent at insch. 
JAMES LESLIE & CO., 

Coach and Motor Body Bnilders, 

Commerce Street, INSCH, N.B. 

CYCLES. 

J. SCOTT, Commerce Street, Insch. 



Agent for Royal Enfields, Premier, and Leading Makes. Certificated Official 
Repairer to the C T.C. 

ALEX. SMITH, Saddler and Harness Maker, 

COMMERCE STREET, INSCH. 
EstablUhed 1885. 
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THE 

Horse, Carriage, and General 
Insurance Company, Ltd. 

Head Office— 17 (teeen Victoria St, London, E.C. 

>-*-< 

Horses and Cattle Insured against Death from Acci- 
dent or Disease. 

See New Prospectus for Brood Mares, Foals, and Stallions. 
Cattle Insured against Anthrax at 2s. 6d. per cent. 

Carriages, Motor Cars, and other Vehicles Insured 

against Street or Road Accidents. 

Third Party or Drivers' Accident Indemnity 
Insurance. 

Employers' Liability, farmers' risks under the 
Workmen's Compensation and Employers' Liability Acts 
and at Common Law insured at specially lOW rates. 

Personal Accident Insurance undertaken at keen rates. 



Prospectuses Free on application to the Branch Office 
for Scotland— 

m Union Street, Aberdeen. 

ALEX. S. WILSON, Branch Manager; 

OR TO 

A. MACFARLANE, M.R.C.V.S., Agent at Insch. 



This OfBce is honoured with the Patronage of His Majesty The King. 
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FARMBRS' INSTJBANCE. 



BEFORE INSURING 

OBTAIN THE RATES OF THE 

General Accident, Fire, and Life 
Assurance Corporation, Ltd., 

Which is the Largest Non-Tsiriff Accident Company. 



Assets, - over £1, 500,000. 

CMef Offices:— 

GENERAL BUILDINGS, PERTH, and 

9 and 10 KING STREET, CHEAPSIDE, LONDON, E.G. 



Aberdeen Office:— 220 UNION STREET. 

Resident Secretary— K. P. MARSHALL. 

SCOTTISH PROVIDENT INSTITUTION. 

MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE. 

Established 1837. 

Head Office, No. 6 St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh. 

Surplus at last investigation, £1,581,000. 



ACCUMULATED FUNDS, - - £14,000,000. 

Aberdeen Branch, - 166 Union Street. 

Looal Agent, GEORGE M. RUSSELL, Merchant, Insch. 

JAMES WOOD, Jun., Fishmonger, 

COMMERCIAL ROAD, INSCH. 

Daily Supplies of all kinds of Fresli Fish in their Season. Letter Orders promptly 
attended to, Home.Cured Kippers and Finnan Haddocks. 



J. M. WILSON, Chemist, 

INSCH. 



Chapping Ointment for Horses and Carrie Oi ntme nt for Cattle. Used in many of the 
principal herds in Scotland, England, and South America, also at the Royal Farm, 
Windsor. Pots, i/- eacti. 
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IMPERIAL ACCIDENT 

INSURANCE COMPANY, Ltd. 

Established 1878. Capital, £100,000. 
17 PALL MALL EAST, LONDON, S.W. 



Directors. 

The Eight Hon. THOMAS FEEDEEIOK HALSET. 
CoLONEi, The Hou. FEANOIS C. BEIDGEMAN. 
JAMES MACDONALD, Esq., F.E.S.E. 
CYRIL SELBY-LOWNDES, Esq. 
BENJAMIN S. ESSEX, Esq. 

Local Directors. 

A. E. 0. HUMPHEEYS-OWEN, Esq. I The Eight Hon. LOED SEMPILL. 

EICHAED MAEKEE, Esq., J.P., D.L. | The Eight Hon. LOED WEOTTBSLEY. 



FARMERS' INSURANCES 

HORSES and CATTLE INSURED against DEATH from Accident or 

Disease. COLTS INSURED for CASTRATION. 
STALUONS INSURED against DEATH or DISABLEMENT. 

Farmers Liability for Accitients to Labourers insured. 

IMPERIAL FOALING POLICIES. 

UNEQUALLED ADVANTAGES ! GREATEST BENEFITS ! LOW RATES ! 

Full Market Value of Mares Insurable. 
Full Amount Paid for Foal it Cast any time before date due. 
Foals Insured until 31st December (not One Month only). 
Double Amount payable for Foal after three months old. 
Foals Insured until expiry of Annual Policy, Class B2. 
Large Cash Payment for Barren Mares. 



CuAiMS Paid, £400,000. 

Prospectuses, Proposal Forms, and all Information Post Free. 
AGENTS VTANTBD. B. S. BSSBX, Managep. 
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FOUNDED 1836 

NORTHERN 

ASSURANCE COMPANY 

FUNDS exceed £7.000.000 

LIFE ■ FIRE • ACCIDENT 

BURGLARY • WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 

LIFE BRANCH— The With-Profite section has many features 
attractive to assurants — Strong Reserves. Large Bonuses. 
Low Expenses. 

FIRE BRANCH — Large Reserves. Prompt and equitable settlement 
of losses. Surveys made and rates quoted free of charge. 

ACCIDENT BRANCH — In this branch Personal Accident, 
Workmen's Compensation (including Domestic Servants), Fidelity 
Guarantee, Burglary, Third Party, Plate Glass and other forms of 
Insureuice business are transacted on favourable terms. 

CHIEF OFFICES: 

ABERDEEN - 1 Union Terrace. LONDON - 1 Moorgate Street, E.C. 

United Kingdom Temperance and General 
Provident institution. 

Established 1840. 



FOR MUTUAL. LIFE ASSURANCE. 

No Shareholders— all profits go to Policy-holders. Total Funds exceed ;£8i50O,QD0. 
Moderate Premiums, and exceptionally large Bonuses. Special Terms to Total Abstainers. 



Before assuring, apply for Prospectus to 

G. M. RUSSELL, Merchant, Insch, tiTthe'S?strict. 
INSCH COAL COMPANY, Insch. 

We are now Bending to all Stations the finest qualities of Scotch and English Coals 
greatly reduced prices. Orders can be delivered by cart or traction. Special quotations for 
quantities. Cement and Fire-clay Goods always in stock. 

LEWIS HAEPEE, Manager 



BARTLETT'S BAKERY, Insch. 

Celebrated Hand-made Bread and BiBcuits. Cakes of every description 
made to Order. All Brides' Cakes made on the Premises. 

FESTIVAIiS AND SOIREES PTJEVEYED FOE. 



